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CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Editor, JEWISH FRONTIER: 

I read with much interest the article 
in the January number by Rudolf 
Glanz, “The Dilemma of the German 
American.” I confess, however, that I 
cannot agree with him fully in his 
thesis that the German American and 
the Jew can find a common meeting 
ground for mutual and united service 
to the German people after Hitler has 
been crushed, when the difficult task of 
rehabilitating the German people must 
be undertaken. I do not mean to say 
that the German people must not be 
thoroughly purged of anti-Semitism 
and that the pseudo-scientific nonsense 
about racial purity and the myth of the 
Herrenvolk must not be completely 
discredited by a return to the principles 
of free and objective scientific research. 
However, I am not unduly troubled 
about the continuance of the mental 
rubbish of racism with its resounding 
battle cry of “blood and soil.” These 
nauseating tumors and boils on the 
body of the collective German mass 
will quickly disappear when Nazism 
has been completely crushed. I can’t 
help but feel that all these years even 
the Germans that mouthed these shib- 
boleths so noisily have not half-believed 
the stuff they dished out in the name of 
science! There is enough fundamental 
honesty in the German character to 
insure the speedy and complete dis- 
avowal of all elements of that fantastic 
ideology that shall in the not-too-dis- 
tant future bring this nation to the day 
of reckoning and retribution. How- 
ever, under no circumstances dare we 
permit a situation to develop in which 
the German people can be persuaded, 
as they were in the last war, that their 
collapse was caused by betrayal from 
within rather than by the military 
might of the United Nations. 

I must confess, however, that I am 
troubled by the prospect of continued 
anti-Semitism in a defeated Germany, 
which may prove to be an all-too- 
formidable stumbling block to genuine 
reconciliation and cooperation in a 
post-war world. Since the deluded 
German blames the Jew for his defeat 
in the first World War, one can 
readily surmise that his defeat in this 
war can easily be laid at the door of 
“International Jewry” by the military 
and political leaders of a prostrate Ger- 
many. This must not happen again! 

There is obviously no easy solution 
to this problem. But I hardly see how 
the Jew in America, with or without 
German American cooperation, can 
gain the confidence of the German peo- 
ple. Whatever he would do, however 
noble and generous his motives, he 
would be suspected by the German peo- 
ple of cunning machinations for the 
purpose of dividing the German masses 
and thus contributing to their ultimate 
ruin. 
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In my humble opinion the approach 
must be made by the Christian people 
of America to the Christian people of 
Germany. We must prove to them by 
“precept and example” that anti- 
Semitism is wholly incompatible with 
the teachings of our Master and with 
the best tradition of the Christian 
Church. Knowing as I do how easily 
non-Germans in our own country can 
be stirred by rabble-rousers in our 
midst, the magnitude of our task must 
drive us to despair or drive us to our 
knees in supplication for divine aid. 


._ If somehow we can demonstrate in this 


country that Christians and Jews can 
and do live together with mutual good 
will and in fullest cooperation, if we 
can actually make the universal brother- 
hood proclaimed by Christ under the 
Fatherhood of God the frame of refer- 
ence for the social behavior of Chris- 
tians everywhere, we can look forward 
to some surcease of the age-long trag- 
edy of man’s inhumanity to man. 

Let me thank you again for your 
kindness in calling my attention to that 
excellent and stimulating article on 
“The Dilemma of the German Amer- 
ican.” REV. PAUL M. SCHROEDER 

Rochester, N. Y. 


To the Editor, JEWISH FRONTIER: 
Rudolf Glanz’s thoughtful article on 
“The Dilemma of the German-Amer- 
ican” deserves careful reading. Person- 
ally I think most of the questions will 
be solved automatically by the liquida- 
tion of the Nazi gangsters. The “Herr- 
envolk myth” is a historic phenom- 
enon illustrative of Nietzsche’s ewige 
Wiederkehr and the Alles schon da- 
gewesen (was it in “Uriel Acosta’? ). 
That the Jews were the Chosen People, 
that all people except the Greeks were 
“Barbarians,” that Britons carried “the 
White Man’s Burden,” and even the 
exclusive salvation monopolized by 
some churches are all manifestations of 
the same adolescent instinct. We 
Americans are in great danger of it, 
and should learn to do some global 
thinking, as Ely Culbertson has done in 
his “Plan for a World Federation.” 
We all need a little more humility, a 
little more charity, and a lot more 
astronomy to make us realize our 

insignificance. 
GEORGE SEIBEL, Director 

Carnegie Free Library of Allegheny 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 




















a eee 





MarcH, 1943 


COMMENTS OF THE MONTH 





TTT 





Foop For HITLEr’s VICTIMS 


ANY PEOPLE in Greece were saved from sick- 
ness and death because the American and the 
British governments, by an agreement with the 
enemy, relaxed the blockade to allow the shipment 
of food, vitamins and medicines to that unfortunate 
country. During the last nine months of the past 
year, the food shipped to Greece amounted to one 
hundred and sixty million pounds—a relatively 
small amount, but very helpful if the food is in con- 
centrated form. According to a statement by Under- 
Secretary of State Sumner Welles, our State Depart- 
ment is satisfied that the food has been distributed 
among the Greek population by the International 
Red Cross and did not fall into the hands of the 
enemy. Our government is now ready, says Mr. 
Welles, to permit the transport of more help. 

Relaxation of the blockade was made by the 
Allies in the case of Vichy France presumably for 
political reasons. In the case of Greece the motives 
were purely humanitarian and the action was no 
doubt due to vigorous representations made by the 
Greek government-in-exile, which was naturally con- 
cerned about the terrible plight of its countrymen 
and sought to save as many of them as could be saved 
to see the victory of the United Nations. They want 
victory for live Greeks, not for a graveyard “popula- 
tion.” 

The same humanitarian considerations which mo- 
tivated the modification of the blockade in the case 
of Greece should have operated even more strongly 
in the case of the Jews in Poland and other parts of 
Nazi Europe. But none of our Jewish organizations 
—with the exception of the extreme-orthodox Agu- 
dath Israel—has had the courage to press openly for 
a relaxation of the blockade. Afraid of being accused 
of exclusiveness, we never placed the subject before 
public opinion or even before high government of- 
ficials and statesmen, and meekly accepted the ex- 
planations given by some subordinates that the 
blockade could not be relaxed. 

History will never forgive us for having neglected 
to do everything in our power to save Jewish lives in 
Europe during these tragic three years, and the spec- 
ters of those who died through our neglect will not 
cease to haunt many of us to our dying days. We 
knew—or we ought to have known—that the Jews 
of Poland were doomed to death from starvation 
even if the Nazis never had recourse to gas-chambers, 
box-cars lined with lime or the machine-gun. The 
Jews of Poland were virtually cut off from all means 
of livelihood and were given the lowest food rations 
in Europe. We had every reason to ask for the Jews 
of Europe at least the same “privileges” which were 
later granted to the Greeks. 


But what of tomorrow? Protest meetings alone 


- will not save the surviving Jews of Europe—we do 


not know how many are still alive—from death. We 
must call upon the Allied governments to initiate 
negotiations with the enemy through a neutral 
power, or through several neutral powers combined, 
with the moral help of the Vatican, to arrange for 
the feeding of the Jewish population of Europe 
through the offices of the International Red Cross. 
The governments of the United States, Britain and 
Russia ought to say to the Germans: 

“We know what you are doing to the Jews in 
the portions of Europe under your occupation. To 
this day you have not issued an official denial of 
the reports published by us. If one of your ‘reasons’ 
for exterminating the Jews is lack of food, we are 
ready to supply food and medicines for them 
through the Red Cross. Victory or defeat, you 
Germans will still have to live on the same planet 
with other human beings. Surely you do not want 
the peoples of the earth to remember for genera- 
tions to come that you refused to see human lives 
saved even when it involved no expense to you, 
even when others, to some extent against their 
own military interests, were ready to save them 
from death and from your massacres.” 

Such words may not impress Hitler personally. 
Lack of food may be a mere excuse with Hitler 
and not his main reason for destroying Jews, and 
the case of Greece may, therefore, not be analogous. 
Yet, on the other hand, there may be forces in 
Germany which, especially now, after Nazi re- 
verses in Russia, would be more responsive to warn- 
ings from the outside. 

The United Nations ought to make the attempt. 
But they are not likely to take that step unless 
prevailed upon in that direction by responsible 
Jewish bodies and Christian organizations. We 
must muster the necessary courage and come out 
with an open request for an official relaxation of 
the blockade in favor of European Jewry. It is 
entitled to that “privilege” because no other ethnic 
group in Europe is threatened with complete an- 
nihilation. 


THe GREAT COMPROMISE 


_ HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEES te- 
cently issued statement of principles has been 
characterized by Judge Proskauer, the new president 
of the Committee, as a “great compromise.” In fact, 
Judge Proskauer optimistically describes the state- 
ment as providing a basis of unity for every shade of 
opinion, “orthodox and reform, radical and conserva- 
tive, Zionist, non-Zionist and anti-Zionist, alike.” 
Obviously the harmonious reconciliation of such 
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divergent viewpoints as those enumerated by Judge 
Proskauer is an ambitious program, and it is hardly 
to be wondered at if the Committee’s formulation of 
principles has failed to evoke the universal enthu- 
siasm which its authors apparently anticipated. 

The statement of principles of the American Jew- 
ish Committee is important for two reasons. In the 
first place, though the Committee consists of a com- 
paratively small group of prominent individuals, it 
wields an influence in American public life which 
can in no way be measured by its numerical size. In 
the second place, the American Jewish Committee 
includes among its members Zionists as well as anti- 
Zionists. Consequently, any of its declarations on the 
subject of Palestine presumably imply some kind of 
ideological modus vivendi between its component 
groups. As long as Zionists or Zionist affiliates retain 
membership in the American Jewish Committee, the 
latter is justified in assuming that its program meets 
at least the minimal requirements of the Zionist posi- 
tion. Unless such minimal requirements are met, 
there can be no talk of a “compromise” which makes 
collaboration possible. In view of its character, the 
American Jewish Committee can hardly be expected 
to sponsor a maximum Zionist stand, but if it is 
serious in its talk of unity, neither should it commit 
itself to a position which does violence to funda- 
mental Zionist tenets. A “great compromise” has 
actually taken place in the Committee’s program, but 
the compromise has been wholly one-sided. The 
statement is a patent conciliation of the anti-Zionists 
and an equally patent negation of the basic elements 
of Zionism. 

The A B C of Zionism predicates the existence of a 
Jewish people whose spiritual and physical disloca- 
tion is to be set right in the Jewish homeland of Pal- 
estine. It is also the A B C of assimilationism, of anti- 
Zionism, to stress only the reality of the Jewish faith 
while denying the existence of the Jewish people. 
Therefore a statement of principles which consistent- 
ly uses the term “Jewish religious community,” 
which nowhere in its text manages to use words such 
as “Jewish people” or “Jewish nationhood” or “Jew- 
ish homeland,” which makes complete and careful 
use of anti-Zionist terminology, and with equal care 
avoids any expression essential to the most element- 
ary formulation of Zionist principles, can hardly be 
viewed as anything but an indirect attack on Zionism. 

The statement commends “Palestine” (not the 
Jewish National Home to be sure) for the “amelior- 
ation” it has brought about in the condition of a large 
number of Jews, but it hastens to make clear that 
“settlement in Palestine, although an important fac- 
tor, cannot alone furnish and should not be expected 
to furnish the solution of the problem of post-war 
Jewish rehabilitation.” Here again, the tone as well 
as the over-tone is significant. The persistent use of 
“settlement in Palestine,” the cautious avoidance of 
any reference to the creation of a Jewish Homeland, 
is as revealing as the assumption that Palestine is not 
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the “solution,” though even some Zionists would 
agree that Palestine alone cannot solve the problems 
of post-war rehabilitation. 

Even though the Committee affirms “deep sym- 
pathy and desire to cooperate with those Jews who 
wish to settle in Palestine,” the extent of this cooper- 
ation does not go beyond that of philanthropic good 
will. The crucial issue, the creation of a homeland, is 
neatly side-stepped. Furthermore, the Zionist de- 
mand for the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth is expressly rebuffed. The Commit- 
tee, in this case mincing no words, declares that 
“there should be no preconceived formula at this 
time as to the permanent political structure which 
shall obtain there.” In this connection, it is worthy 
of note that the Committee’s later reference to an 
eventual “self-governing commonwealth” which may 
come after a reasonable period of years, pointedly 
omits the adjective “Jewish.” Such omissions are not 
accidental. 

The question of a Jewish Commonwealth is natur- 
ally organically bound up with the question of immi- 
gration. The Zionist program calls for control of im- 
migration into Palestine by the Jewish Agency. The 
American Jewish Committee is prepared to hand the 
decision of immigration quotas to a vague “inter- 
national trusteeship.” From the Zionist viewpoint 
this is a surrender as fundamental as the failure to 
endorse the concept of a Jewish homeland rather 
than a “settlement in Palestine.” 

What makes the cagey and nebulous nature of the 
Committee’s statement even more disappointing is 
the fact that in the past American Jewish Commit- 
tee’s lexicon included more generous and decisive 
words. In 1918, the Committee endorsed the Balfour 
Declaration. A “national home” and “the Jewish 
people” were then in the Committee’s working voca- 
bulary. As recently as 1939, it condemned the White 
Paper for Palestine. The present shrinkage, as well 
as alteration, in the Committee’s terminology marks 
a definite retrogression—a long step back from unity 
rather than an advance towards it. It is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that in the present crisis, when 
the political future of Palestine and the fate of the 
Jewish people hang in the balance, the American 
Jewish Committee has decided to throw its weight on 
the side of the gradually evolving anti-Zionist front 
in the United States. We hope that the American 
Jewish Committee will see fit to revise its present 
position in favor of a more courageous and construc- 
tive stand. 


SoME UNREGENERATE POLES 


5 hae mere prospect of Hitler’s defeat, dimly out- 
lined as it still is, has set loose the entire complex 
of reaction and self-interest, claim and counter- 
claim, political and boundary disputes among the 
nations of the world. Anti-Semitism, never for a 
moment dead among Hitler’s victim nations even 
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in their blackest hours, now dares the broad light of 
day more impudent, more cruel than ever. The ac- 
cumulated evidence is already sufficient to give the 
impression that, though the world find the basis for 
an ultimate if painful solution to the complexity 
of its ills, it will continue to regard not anti-Semitism 
but the Jews as the one black spot in the scheme. 

Two recent incidents give weight to this pes- 
simism. Both are of Polish origin. It is no secret 
that the Polish government-in-exile contains its 
share of pronounced anti-Semites, and that certain 
Polish circles-in-exile have found little better to do 
in the moment of their country’s martyrdom than 
call for the post-war expulsion or extermination of 
its Jews, if Hitler should leave any behind. Poland 
was a hot-bed of anti-Semitism before Hitler came, 
and now that his end is in sight some Poles 
seem to be rubbing their hands together in eager 
anticipation of the moment when, free in their own 
country at last, they will be able to return unchal- 
lenged to their former role of persecutors of the 
Jews. 

Unable to restrain its eagerness until the day 
of return to its own country, this group sets about 
its work wherever it happens to find itself. In 
Switzerland, the few hundred Jews among ten 
thousand interned Polish soldiers are constantly 
persecuted and intimidated with the threat of the 
terrible fate awaiting them on their return to Poland. 
Similar reports have come about the Free Polish 
Army in England. But all this is insignificant by the 
side of the outrage reported from Palestine, where 
a Polish soldier murdered a Jew in the absence of 
the slightest provocation, and a Polish child attend- 
ing a Polish school in Tel Aviv stabbed a child of 
a nearby Jewish school. Such occurrences were 
commonplace enough in the Poland of yesterday, 
where the Jews were the despised, parasitic for- 
eigners; it is painful to see their repetition in Pales- 
tine, the land of the Jews, where the Poles received 
shelter and protection. 

As though to assure us that these anti-Semitic out- 
bursts are not isolated and disconnected, but are en- 
couraged, in a sense, by the Polish government-in- 
exile, comes a report from the Mexican Federation 
of Polish Jews describing one aspect of General 
Sikorski’s recent visit to Mexico. After having coolly 
received a delegation from the Federation with the 
timeworn cliches about the coming victory of de- 
mocracy, the resurgence of a free Poland, etc., he 
abruptly reprimanded the Jews for engaging in 
“shady business” in Mexico, this solely on the basis 
of hearsay. The outraged delegation protested that 
the reports which reached him were lies, and then 
proceeded to discuss with the General the possibility 
of obtaining for Jews some of the 20,000 visas 
made available by the Mexican government for 
Polish refugees. The Premier’s sarcastic answer was: 
“Haven't the diamond merchants already come?” 

It remained for Sikorski’s professedly anti-Semitic 
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adjutant, who accompanied him on the trip, to an- 
nounce to representatives of the Mexican press that 
the Prime Minister had rebuked the Polish Jews for 
their misconduct as guests of Mexico, and had 
warned them against continuing such behavior. It 
is hard to believe that General Sikorski intended to 
spread the anti-Semitic virus, but there can be no 
doubt about the intentions of Dr. Roettinger, his 
adjutant. 

The Jewish delegation departed in a mood of 
blackest despair. This was the message brought 
to them by their Prime Minister, the hope he held 
out for their life in the new Poland being reborn in 
the blood and slaughter of today. 

The despair felt by Jews of Polish origin in 
Mexico, and by many other Jewish communities 
similarly treated in the “free” world, must begin to 
communicate itself to us. A way must be found to 
break the barrier of blind hatred surrounding us in 
high and low places. If there is a way, it is certainly 
not to remain quiet while others seal our fate in the 
post-war world. That has been our tactic in the 
past, for fear of arousing even greater resentment by 
criticizing the government of a people suffering 
cruelly in Hitler’s clutches. Whether born of con- 
sideration or fear, this policy has brought no results 
other than a worsening of our own desperate plight. 
It is time to hit out openly against avowed anti-Sem- 
ites, whether they be Fascists or Fascism’s victims. 


A PLATFORM OF Post-War DEMANDS 


HE LABOR ZIONIST National Convention, 
which is to be held in New York on March 26th- 
27th-28th, will be watched with considerable interest 
by all portions of organized American Jewry. This 
first united Convention of all the Labor Zionist or- 
ganizations—the Poale Zion-Zeire Zion, the Jewish 
National Workers’ Alliance, the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization, the League for Labor Palestine, and 
Habonim Labor Zionist Youth—will, beside dealing 
with problems affecting the activities and the struc- 
ture of the Labor Zionist Movement itself, provide 
the first opportunity for public discussion of the burn- 
ing problems of Jewish survival and Jewish existence 
in the post-war world—the very same problems 
which have brought into being the American Jewish 
Assembly. 

The major part of the proceedings of the forth- 
coming Convention is to be devoted to a considera- 
tion of a political platform. The adoption of this 
platform is not to be understood as a reconsideration 
of the ideological principles upon which the Labor 
Zionist Movement is based. These principles, first 
enunciated some forty years ago, have stood the test 
of time extremely well. The analysis of the Jewish 
position in the world and the conclusion that a 
radical solution to the Jewish abnormality was to be 
found in the establishment of a large Jewish working 
community in Palestine, originally proven to be cor- 
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rect by the penetrating logic of men like Borochov 
and Syrkin, have since been verified by the more 
potent and cruel logic of facts. 

The platform to be adopted at the forthcoming 
Convention is to be rather of a practical nature. It is 
to contain a detailed plan of post-war Jewish de- 
mands as regards Palestine and Europe and a pro- 
gram for the organization of American Jewry. The 
Palestine aspect of the program, a somewhat more 
detailed presentation of the so-called Biltmore plat- 
form, envisages the establishment of Palestine as a 
Jewish Commonwealth, in the sense of a self-govern- 
ing country with the Jewish settlers as the majority 
population. Before complete political independence 
is granted to Jewish Palestine, the program contem- 
plates the placing of the country under an inter- 
national trusteeship, while the Jewish Agency is 
vested with the necessary authority for the regulation 
of Jewish immigration and of all matters which will 
facilitate the entrance and settlement of the largest 
possible number of Jews in Palestine in the shortest 
period of time. 

The fate of European Jewry—at least that portion 
of it which will survive the war and will, by choice or 
by force-of circumstance, continue in its former 
domicile—requires the careful attention of Jewish 
leadership, both during the transition period which 
the cessation of hostilities will usher in, and in the 
subsequent period of stability. The relief and recon- 
struction of European Jewry, its legal rehabilitation 
as individuals, the establishment of minority rights 
for the Jewish community in Eastern Europe, and the 
establishment of a world Jewish body to represent 
and defend the interests common to all Jews, are part 
of the general problem. 

The problems of the organization of American 
Jewry will constitute the third facet of the Conven- 
tion platform. There is urgent need for immediate 
mass action—more action on the scale of the mass 
rally at Madison Square Garden on March 1st—to 
arouse the conscience of the democratic world and to 
initiate a program of immediate rescue of the Jews 
trapped by Hitler. There is just as much need to 
mobilize all the organized forces of the Jewish com- 
munity in this country in support of the forthcoming 
American Jewish Assembly, so that it might become 
the effective spokesman of the largest Jewish com- 
munity at the forthcoming peace conference, where 
the fate of the Jewish people may well be decided. 
And there is need for the establishment of a perma- 
nent representative body of American Jewry, demo- 
cratically chosen, responsive to the demands of Jew- 
ish public opinion and authorized to act in all matters 
which concern the American Jewish community— 
the preservation and defense of Jewish rights, the 
fight against discrimination, social welfare, educa- 
tion, vocational guidance, activities of American 
Jewry in behalf of the Jewish communities abroad, 
both in the realm of relief and political action. 

The adoption of so broad a program is no small 
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order. Its implementation, in view of the chaotic state 
of Jewish organized life, is much more difficult still. 
But the Labor Zionist Convention will not be true to 
the pioneering tradition of the movement as a leader 
of Jewish thought and action if it shrinks in the face 
of this huge task. 


RESIGNATION Is Not THE WAY 


i HE JEWS of Palestine feel justly proud and 
happy to receive in their midst one thousand 
two hundred and twenty-one Jewish refugees from 
Tehran, the largest single group of refugees to have 
arrived in Palestine during this war. Only the deter- 
mined will of the Jewish Agency and of Palestine 
Jewry generally could have overcome the immense 
obstacles in the way of saving these people and of 
effecting their landing on the soil of Palestine. From 
Poland to Soviet Russia, from Soviet Russia to Iran, 
from Iran via India to Palestine these Jews came. 
Not the least among the obstacles in the way of their 
coming to a haven where a warm welcome awaited 
them was the refusal of the youngest member of the 
United Nations, Iraq, to grant the wanderers a transit 
visa from Iran to Palestine. 

Unlike certain Jewish circles in America, the Jews 
of Palestine never for a moment resigned themselves 
to the idea that the Polish-Jewish refugees in Iran 
could not be saved. Nor did they hesitate to make the 
utmost effort to save a small number, even if it is in- 
finitesimal in comparison with the millions in Nazi 
Europe who are surrounded by barbed wire and are 
being systematically annihilated. The Jews of Pales- 
tine, whose feeling of solidarity and responsibility for 
our unfortunate brethren in other countries is 
stronger than anywhere in the world, employed 
every means at their disposal to obtain the release 
and effect the salvation of whatever large or small 
number of Jews could be released or saved. Dignified 
political intervention and old-time shtadlones 
methods, demands and entreaties—every method was 
good enough when the life and welfare of fellow- 
Jews was at stake. 

What are the possibilities of saving Jews from 
Europe and of finding havens for them in Allied or 
neutral countries? There are many rumors on the 
subject, but little real information. Neutral coun- 
tries, notably Sweden, seem to be ready to admit tem- 
porarily a large number of refugees who could be 
rescued from Hitler’s clutches, if the United Nations 
should undertake the financial responsibilities in- 
volved in the project. Clearly, such an undertaking 
on the part of the Allies does not insure the release 
of the Jews by the Nazis, yet, on the other hand, no 
attempt could be made to settle the Jews even tem- 
porarily without such a commitment by the United 
Nations. No such commitment has as yet been made. 
The demand made by members of the British Parlia- 
ment for a statement by the British Government has 
so far failed to elicit the proper response. Anthony 
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Eden’s reply to the question whether Britain would 
be willing to admit a number of refugees, even tem- 
porarily, was not at all encouraging. As long as such 
a commitment is not forthcoming, the difficulty in- 
volved in rescuing Jews must to some extent at least 
be laid to our own neglect. 


To this day no attempt has been made to initiate 
negotiations with the Nazi authorities about the 
possibilities of taking out Jews from territories under 
their control. No one can deny that such negotiations 
are difficult, but as long as no serious attempt has 
been made, one dare not pronounce the task as hope- 
less. There are neutral agencies, the Vatican in par- 
ticular, which could play an important role as 
mediators. We believe that those agencies—political, 
religious or humanitarian—would not refuse that 
responsibility. But so far no representative Jewish 
body has made any energetic attempt in that direction. 


The recent report of the offer allegedy made by 
the Rumanian government to release seventy thou- 
sand Jews at so much per head may or may not be 
true. But something ought to be done to examine 
the nature of that offer and to ascertain whether it 
is authoritative and seriously meant. 


Who is to do it all? That Palestine Jewry and 
the Jewish Agency are making the utmost efforts 
within their power, there can be no doubt. But the 
mightiest Jewish community, the American, torn 
as it is among its rival organizations, has failed to 
undertake any constructive or effective project. One 
must therefore welcome the recent attempt made, at 
the initiative of Dr. Weizmann, to call together the 
largest Jewish national organizations in order to set 
up a Jewish representative body which is to act as the 
agency for rendering urgent relief and for rescuing 
the millions of Jews in Europe. The task of this body 
is to be of a threefold nature: to keep alive the sur- 
vivors; to rescue those who can be rescued by every 
possible means; to find homes or temporary asylums 
for the latter. ; 


The resolutions adopted by the Madison Square 
Garden meeting on March Ist, should serve as a 
program of action for the new body. 


Resolution Adopted at Madison Square 
Garden Meeting, New York, 
March 1, 1943 


This Great Assembly—supported as it is by a mass of 
appeal too voluminous to register and appraise at this time— 
directs its appeal, in the first instance to the President and 
Government of the United States and through them, to the 
United Nations and to all neutral States. Respectfully, the 
following proposals are submitted: 


1. Through the intermediation of neutral agencies, the 
German Government and the Governments of States it now 
partly dominates or controls—such as Rumania, Bulgaria 
and Hungary—should be approached with the view to 
secure their agreement to the release of their Jewish victims 
and to consent to their emigration to such havens of refuge 


: 


as will be provided; and that such neutral States as are in a 
position to enter into direct discussion with the German 
Government be urged to make similar representations. 


2. The United Nations should take steps, without delay, 
to designate and establish a number of sanctuaries in Allied 
or neutral states to serve, under agreed conditions, as havens 
of refuge for those Jews whose release from captivity may 
be arranged for, or who may find their way to freedom 
through efforts of their own. 


3. The procedure that now prevails in the administra- 
tion of existing immigration laws in the United States, 
which acts as deterrent and retardation of legal immigration 
under the established quotas, should be revised and adjusted 
to the war conditions and in order that refugees from Nazi- 
occupied territories may find sanctuaries here within such 
quotas. 


4. Subject to the maintenance of national security, Great 
Britain should be asked to provide for receiving a reasonable 
quota of the victims escaping from Nazi-occupied territories 
and to provide for their accommodation for the duration. 


5. The United Nations should urge the republics of Latin 
America to modify such administrative regulations that now 
make immigration under the law extremely difficult and to 
endeavor under existing immigration law to find temporary 
havens of refuge for an agreed number of refugees. 


6. Overriding pre-war political considerations, England 
should be asked to open the doors of Palestine—the Jewish 
homeland—for Jewish immigration, and the offer of hos- 
pitality made by the Jewish community of Palestine should 
be accepted. 


7. The United Nations should provide financial guar- 
antees to all such neutral States as have provided temporary 
refuge to Jews from Nazi-occupied territories. The transfer 
of such refugees to the designated sanctuaries should be 
undertaken without delay. At the same time, however, such 
neutral States should be encouraged to continue to provide 
accommodation for such refugees as may come to them over 
the borders of Nazi-occupied territory, the United Nations 
giving adequate financial guarantees to such States for the 
feeding and maintenance and eventual evacuation ‘of such 
refugees. 


8. In view of the fact that planned mass starvation is the 
design of the Nazi regime in its inhuman warfare, the 
United Nations are urged to take steps without delay, but 
with due regard for the economic warfare being waged 
against the aggressor States, to organize through neutral 
agencies for the feeding of the unfortunate victims who are 
doomed to linger under Nazi oppression. 


9. It is submitted that the United Nations should under- 
take to provide the financial guarantees that may be required 
for the execution of the program of rescue here outlined. 


10. The United Nations are urged to establish an appro- 
priate inter-governmental agency to which authority and 
power shall be given to implement the program of rescue 
here outlined. 


11. It is further urged that steps be taken without delay 
to implement the declared intention of the United Nations 
to bring the criminals to justice, to appoint a commission to 
assemble the evidence on which the trials shall be based, 
and to establish the procedure of such a tribunal. In the 
name of humanity—for the sake of that cause which the 
armies of democracies have risen to defend—we submit this 
appeal to the President and the Government of the United 
States with the expectation that effective action will be 
taken without delay. 
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Point of Crow 


Mr. Cordell Hull and Isidore Feinstein 


HE INCIDENT took place early in February at the 

office of the State Department in Washington at one 
of those tense press conferences at which the architects of 
American foreign policy had to perform the unenviable 
task of explaining recent events in North Africa. Mr. I. F. 
Stone, the Washington correspondent of PM and the 
Nation, a rather severe critic of the State Department, pre- 
sented Mr. Hull with a list of embarrassing questions con- 
cerning the appointment of M. Peyrouton. Instead of an- 
swering, Mr. Hull asked the correspondent for his name. 
“Stone,” was the reply. Then came another question: “You 
have another name, too, have you not?” There is no record 
of what followed. We must assume, therefore, that “the rest 
was silence.” 


Mr. Stone does indeed have another name, as Mr. Pegler 
of the New York World Telegram had insinuated even be- 
for Mr. Hull. (Can it be that this was the source of Mr. 
Hull's inspiration?) That name, Isidore Feinstein, was 
legally changed a few years ago when Mr. Stone embarked 
on his career as a Washington correspondent. 


Many Jews reading about this incident must have felt 
outraged that in times like these the American Secretary of 
State should have permitted himself to indulge in wit of 
that genre. Not a single American Jew, however, made 
any public comment on Mr. Hull's veiled reference to Mr. 
Stone’s “other name.” It is not pleasant to think ill of our 
friends. Surely, Mr. Hull meant no harm. Our Secretary 
of State is an old Southern gentleman, a man of high prin- 
ciples and impeccable manners. He is one of the outstanding 
leaders of the world’s struggle against Hitlerism. He is, of 
course, no anti-Semite. 


But in all of us, even the most mature, there is hidden 
somewhere a naughty little boy who sometimes gets the 
upper hand and makes us say things that we really do not 
mean. Children are notoriously intolerant of the outsider. 
The Wegro, the Jew, the Catholic, the goy, any stranger can 
easily become to the child the target of animal contempt and 
hatred. As we grow older, those of us who also grow wiser 
and kinder become aware of the individual existence and 
sensitive nerves and souls of those bogies of our childish 
imagination. That fine journalist, Mr. Hutchins Hapgood, 
tells in his autobiography of an incident which cured him 
of his insensitivity to the feelings of one ostracized minority 
group. He was travelling with a friend, a thoroughly as- 
similated American Jew. When in the course of a card 
game he used the phrase “to jew him down,” he noticed that 
the expression on his friend’s face became suddenly sullen 
and morose. Mr. Hapgood was puzzled until his friend told 
him that it was the innocent, hackneyed expression which 
had shocked and upset him. This experience, Mr. Hapgood 
confesses, was a milestone in the education of his heart. 

Mr. Hull’s remark could not have been so innocent. 
Among the newspapermen who attend the press conferences 
of the State Department there are undoubtedly many beside 
Mr. Stone who entertain doubts about the wisdom of some 
aspects of American foreign policy—and voice them freely. 
But Mr. Stone seems to have been a particularly irritating 
thorn in the Secretary’s side. Our subconscious mind is 
wont to make strange irrational associations which some- 
times startle us, their victims, when we return to full con- 
sciousness. And so, when Mr. Hull was again facing the 
barrage of Mr. Stone’s insinuating queries, he flashed back 
the insinuating question about the “other name.” 

It was Isidore Feinstein, of course. But the present Mr. 


Stone did not answer the Secretary of State. He did not ask 
him whether hat was what he meant. It is a pity that he 
did not; Mr. Stone must have been too bewildered and 
shocked by the sudden question and its implications to have 
been able to give the proper reply. At that moment the 
thought may even have crossed his mind that it was a mis- 
take, after all, to have changed Feinstein to Stone. A real 
gentleman would never have permitted himself to utter the 
name Feinstein with less respect than the name Lowell or 
MacSweeny. If it had not been for this change, Mr. 
Hull's fury would have been deprived of a conven- 
ient target. However it may be, Feinstein has become 
Stone and it is his duty to defend his dignity whatever name 
he may bear. And does he not have another duty—to help 
Mr. Hull overcome the insensitive, naughty boy in him? 
A Christian gentleman (and who will question that the 
Secretary of State is one?) would surely have been thankful 
for this moral assistance in a moment of weakness. 


Mr. Hecht In a New Role 


Mr. Ben Hecht has never been indifferent to the “Jewish 
Problem,” but Hitler has caused a considerable change in 
his attitude towards it. In those gay years when Berchtes- 
gaden was a spot known only to German Wandervogel, 
Mr. Hecht, then enjoying his first success in Hollywood, 
wrote “A Jew in Love.” It has always puzzled me why this 
novel with its grotesque caricatures of Jewish noses, man- 
ners, and appetites was never run as a serial in Streichez’s 
Stuermer. Hitler seems to have cured Mr. Hecht of his 
self-hatred, but the writer still suffers from another ailment 
—a slight tendency towards buffoonery. It is a sad and 
rather moving buffoonery which almost borders on the 
genuinely lyrical. Sometimes, however, Mr. Hecht under- 
takes to give expression to sentiments, the mastery of which 
requires simpler and stronger tools than his selfconscious, 
rather histrionic irony. 

Recently the news has reached us that the Rumanian 
Government has expressed its readiness to release 70,000 
Jews from the gruesome concentration camps of Trans- 
Dniestria and permit them to emigrate, provided a heavy 
ransom is paid and asylum is granted to the emigrants by 
the United Nations. This inspired the Revisionist “Com- 
mittee for a Jewish Army of Stateless and Palestinian Jews” 
to make another appeal for funds—through its regular 
medium, the advertising pages of the New York Times. 
The Rumanian story has not yet been confirmed. No one 
knows whether it is authentic, a feeler, or just a rumor 
But there cannot be any doubt that our Revisionist friends 
are still in need of funds for their organization. The 
appeal published in the Times of February 16th was signed 
not only by the “Committee for a Jewish Army” but also, 
rather unorthodoxly, by its author, Mr. Ben Hecht. Here 
are a few samplings from this highly artistic advertisement: 

FOR SALE TO HUMANITY 70,000 JEWS. 
GUARANTEED HUMAN BEINGS AT $50 A 
PIECE. ATTENTION AMERICA ! ! ! THE 
GREAT RUMANIAN BARGAIN IS FOR THIS 
MONTH ONLY ! !! 

There was evidently no one to tell Mr. Hecht that on 
some occasions even a master of the farce should curb 
his muse. One could not expect the Revisionists, of 
all people, to be too squeamish about the tone of the 
appeal when such an excellent opportunity for fund raising 
was at hand. But it is difficult to understand why Mr. Hecht 
should place his valuable talents (so selflessly, art pour l'art) 
at the service of such questionable ventures. 

SHLOMO GRODZENSKY 
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IN MEMORIAM: EHRLICE 


by Leon Dennen \ 


A FTER MANY months of uncertainty and frantic 
attempts on the part of the anti-fascist and 
labor movements, both in the United States and 
Great Britain, to save their lives, the news finally 
reached us here that Henryk Ehrlich and Victor 
Alter, two of the finest Jewish spirits that graced this 
earth, have been executed by the Soviet Government 
ostensibly as “accomplices of Hitler.” 

According to a letter sent by Maxim Litvinov, 
Soviet Ambassador to Washington, to William 
Green, President of the American Federation of 
Labor, who had fought valiantly to rescue these two 
noted anti-fascists and internationally-known social- 
ists from a horrible fate, Ehrlich and Alter were 
executed by the Soviet Government in the month of 
December, 1942, for “treacherous activities.” 

To organized Jewish labor in the United States, 
Henryk Ehrlich and Victor Alter need no introduc- 
tion. Beloved and respected by thousands of Jewish 
and Polish workers in their own country, their names 
are known wherever men and women struggle for 
freedom, equality and human decency. One may or 
may not have agreed with their political views on 
specific Jewish problems, but on the broader field of 
the human struggle, the struggle for a better and 
happier life for all, they were great enough to trans- 
cend all narrow party lines, and their contribution 
will be cherished and treasured by generations to 
come. 

With a sensitive face, a black Van Dyke beard 
streaked with gray, and deep sorrowful eyes, it can be 
truly said of Henryk Ehrlich that he was one of the 
last of the rapidly dying race of revolutionary ideal- 
ists. Born in 1882 in the city of Lublin, Poland, he 
joined as a high school youth the underground 
revolutionary student organization whose chief goal 
was the liberation of Poland from the rule of Tsar- 
ism. In 1902 he was elected chairman of this under- 
ground organization and soon afterwards his orator- 
ical and literary abilities placed him among the top 
leadership of the entire Russian socialist movement. 

From 1902 until his first arrest by the Bolsheviks 
in 1939, Ehrlich, forsaking his personal career—the 
comfortable life of a successful lawyer—devoted his 
entire life and enormous energies to the cause of the 
oppressed. Like all great revolutionary leaders, he 
suffered torture and persecution in Tsarist Russia 
even as he did later under the reactionary and anti- 
Semitic Polish regime. He was arrested for the first 
time in 1902 and again in the winter of 1904. 
Arrested again in 1909, he was exiled from Russia. 
Upon his return to the country in 1911, he was 
placed by the Tsarist regime on trial for belonging to 
the General Jewish Workers’ Union, the Bund. 

Neither prison nor Tsarist persecution, however, 
could break Ehrlich’s spirit and courage. In recogni- 










tion of his services to the’ cause of ‘labor, he was 
elected to the Central Committee of the Russian 
Social Democratic Party and appointed by the Gen- 
eral Jewish Workers’ Union of Poland as its repre- 
sentative to the Social Democratic faction in the 
Tsarist Duma (parliament). Subsequently, during 
the Russian Revolution of 1917 (before the Bolshe- 
viks seized power), he became the leader of the St. 
Petersburg Labor Council and also a member of the 
Central Executive Committee of the Workers’ 
Council of Russia. 

Henryk Ehrlich was a socialist who belonged to 
the group of Leon Blum and Otto Bauer. Together 
with these men, as a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Socialist International, he struggled 
fiercely against the spread of Nazism and Fascism in 
Europe. 

This, in brief, is the record of the man who was 
executed as a “pro-Nazi.” It is no exaggeration to 
say that the name of Henryk Ehrlich will loom large 
in the history of humanity’s struggle for liberty and 
decency. 

* * * 

The life of Victor Alter parallels in many respects 
that of Ehrlich. Born in 1890 in Mlawa, Poland, he, 
too, joined the underground youth movement at an 
early age—in 1905. Constantly harassed by the 
Tsarist police and unable to continue his studies in 
Russian Poland, Alter went to Belgium where he 
studied engineering at the Polytechnic Institute. 
Upon his graduation, however, instead of following 
the profession of engineer, he joined the General 
Jewish Workers’ Union and was soon elected to its 
Central Executive Committee. 

A talented labor journalist and writer, Victor 
Alter, together with Ehrlich, fought vigorously 
against the pro-fascist Polish regime. Together, too, 
they were among the first labor leaders in Poland to 
organize the widespread Polish resistance to the 
Nazis. 

When Germany attacked Poland in September, 
1939, Ehrlich and Alter left Warsaw for the Eastern 
provinces of Poland in order to organize there and 
continue the struggle against Hitler’s invading 
hordes. When these provinces were seized by Soviet 
Russia, they sought to return to Warsaw in order to 
lead the underground anti-Nazi movement. On their 
way, however, they were arrested by the G. P. U. and 
kept imprisoned by the Soviet authorities for two 
years. 

Their arrest caused widespread concern in labor 
circles both in the United States and Europe. Wil- 
liam Green, Philip Murray, David Dubinsky, Wen- 
dell Willkie as well as the British Labor Party ap- 
pealed to the Soviet Government for their release. 
However, they were not released till September, 
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1941, after the conclusion of the Russo-Polish Pact, 
when they were freed upon the urgent request of the 
Polish Government in London. 

Immediately upon their release, Ehrlich and Alter 
issued an appeal to all Jewish citizens of Poland on 
Soviet territory to volunteer in the Polish army that 
was being organized in Russia, urging them to carry 
on a common fight with the Red Army against Ger- 
man aggression. This was their last service to em- 
battled humanity. They were arrested again on 
December 4, 1941 and twelve months later, accord- 
ing to Maxim Litvinov, executed. 

For a brief moment in December, 1941, his was 
some hope that the two men might yet be saved. On 
the 26th of that month, the American press carried 
official Soviet reports to the effect that Ehrlich and 
Alter were free. “The Moscow radio,” said these 
reports, “denies that Soviet authorities arrested the 
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Polish Jews, Henryk Ehrlich and Victor Alter. These 
men were released with other Polish prisoners of war. 
Although their whereabouts are unknown, we em- 
phasize that they were not re-arrested.” 


¥ * * 


Alter and Ehrlich are dead. Worst of all, their 
names have been sullied with the charge of “pro- 
fascism.” Their memories are besmirched as “accom- 
plices of Hitler.” It is therefore the obligation of all 
familiar with the histories of those two men to de- 
clare as strongly as possible that they were valiant 
fighters for socialism and for democracy all their 
lives. This affirmation of fact is due the memories of 
men who, as socialists and firm believers in democ- 
racy, may have been political opponents of the Bol- 
shevik party, but whose political integrity was above 
question. 


Economic Regionalism in the Near East 


by Emanuel Neumann 


(Address delivered at Conference on Economic Problems of the Near East, under the 
auspices of the Institute of World Economics, January 30, 1943, 
Roosevelt Hotel, New York City.) 


I. 


A DISCUSSION such as ours today is necessarily 
projected against the background of the coming 
post-war settlement. It is, in fact, inspired by the 
transcending importance and increasing urgency of 
that problem. The questions which concern us here 
must therefore be viewed in perspective and in the 
wider setting of world reconstruction. 

Since World War I we have made some progress 
in our thinking on international problems. Without 
accepting the German thesis that Versailles was an 
unmitigated mixture of malice and stupidity or em- 
bracing the Marxist dogma which would reduce all 
history to the clash of economic forces, it is well to 
admit and to repeat to ourselves in the light of exper- 
ience that one of the serious weaknesses of Versailles 
was its almost total preoccupation with military and 
political questions to the neglect of vital economic 
considerations. Actually the only economic provi- 
sions of the Peace Treaty were those relating to the 
exaction of reparations which never materialized. 

The neglect of basic economic factors was reflected 
in the treatment of dependent territories. Thus in 
establishing the mandate system, the statesmen of 
the period gave more thought to ensuring equality of 
commercial opportunity for member states of the 
League of Nations in the countries to be placed under 
mandate, than to the problem of promoting the rapid 
development and economic progress of the man- 
dated territories themselves. Proceeding in practice 
—though not in theory—on the notion that colonies 
and mandates were milch-cows, everybody was con- 


cerned about securing free and equal access to the 
cattle without bothering to consider how they should 
be fed that they might be milked to better advantage. 


Today there is a much clearer realization that 
peace is not a static state of bliss but a dynamic pro- 
cess requiring continuous effort and adjustment—a 
process in which economic growth and change play a 
vital if not decisive role. We are beginning to under- 
stand that in our contracting world the economies of 
all peoples everywhere are increasingly interrelated 
and interdependent, groping their way toward ulti- 
mate organic integration. We should therefore wel- 
come the emphasis which forward-looking statesmen 
and publicists are now placing on the economic 
aspects of the new world order, on the famous “quart 
of milk,” on the “century of the common man,” on 
raising the subsistence levels of masses of humanity, 
on the education of backward peoples and the indus- 
trial development of backward countries. They are 
indicative of a deeply fortunate trend that may lead 
to a final break with an outworn political outlook 
which saw states but not peoples, which saw nations 
but not the human beings who composed them, 
which was hyper-sensitive to splashes of color on the 
political map, to boundaries and frontiers, but was 
utterly blind to the homely but vital needs of 
parched soils, eroded fields and the undernourished 
humans who tilled them. Surely, the statesmen of 
the new age must be something more than political 
cartographers. They must be social and economic 
engineers in the broadest sense. They must strive to 
release the energies of man and set his creative forces 








NORE sities 


Ses La i Cia ol Bp Ae eh IK 


PSST see Rca aY 


FLERE ES en i 














AR i Re 








MARCH, 1943 


in full motion, so that social and economic security 
as well as political security may come to be within 
the reach of all. 


II. 


These considerations apply with particular force 
to the continent of Asia. Permit me to quote from a 
recent address by one of the few American statesmen 
who know Asia at first hand—Senator Elbert D. 
Thomas. He said: “The coming century is likely to 
be the century of Asia. By that I mean, that in the 
generations which are to come we shall witness a 
mighty reawakening of that Mother of Continents 
which now shelters almost one-half of the whole 
human race. There is no power on earth which can 
arrest this process. I for one shall welcome the prog- 
ress of the peoples of Asia and the attainment of 
their full stature. But it is a matter of the greatest 
concern to the Occident and to civilization as a whole 
that this development shall proceed along democratic 
lines; that the new Asia which is being created shall 
be the understanding partner of the Western Democ- 
racies in our new world order.” 

For centuries many Asiatic countries and peoples 
have been exploited. The blame attaches not to the 
imperialist powers alone. It attaches in large mea- 
sure to the inherited social structures, social institu- 
tions and traditions and the character of native lead- 
ership which have obtained in many parts of Asia 
and Africa. Consider for instance, the socio-economic 
implications of the fact that in Egypt today 42% of 
the population own 57% of the tillable land! The 
impoverishment of the masses, the stagnation of 
native agriculture, the decline of native handicrafts, 
moral and social deterioration where they have taken 
place—have been too often the joint product of 
imperialist domination and native exploitation going 
hand in hand. Progressive Western Powers became 
involved in tragic contradictions: Strongholds of 
democracy at home, they were frequently driven by 
the relentless logic of the imperialist system to align 
themselves with the forces of reaction in their 
colonial possessions. If there is to be a genuine 
change, if we would help Asia attain her full stature 
as one of our great partners in the world of tomor- 
row, the unholy alliance between occidental democ- 
racy and oriental reaction must be dissolved where- 
ever it may exist. A fresh start must be made pre- 
dicated upon a community of interest between us and 
the common people throughout the East and full col- 
laboration with such democratic forces as have been 
germinating. 

Let us now bring into focus the particular corner 
of the world with which we are concerned today. 
From the papers already presented it is abundantly 
evident that the Near East, considered as a region, is 
richly endowed with natural resources and with great 
potentialities for agricultural development, industry 
and commerce. There is plenty. of oil and coal. 


. There are large deposits of iron, copper, chrome, 
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potash, magnesium, bitumen, bromine, phosphates 
—to name only some of them. There are vast 
stretches of fertile but uncultivated land and the 
water with which to irrigate them. However, despite 
its natural wealth and immense possibilities, the 
region taken as a whole is still underpopulated, 
undernourished, underdeveloped, with large masses 
of its inhabitants constantly ravaged by disease and 
perpetually on the brink of starvation. 

It is not only in the interest of the indigenous 
populations but of civilization as a whole that these 
conditions be altered. Any region so richly endowed 
and so strategically situated at the juncture of three 
continents—but also so weak, so backward and so 
underpopulated, is bound to constitute a low pressure 
area generating international storms. For centuries 
it has, in fact, offered a standing invitation to military 
and political adventurers from Alexander the Great 
to Hitler the Mad. It will continue to be a danger 
zone and a source of septic infection in international 
relations unless it is strengthened through social and 
economic regeneration and stabilized by its mounting 
strength. 

Despite the importance of this task from the broad 
international point of view, little constructive thought 
has been applied to the problem thus far. At Ver- 
sailles and thereafter the solution of the Near Eastern 
question was conceived in political terms, leaving the 
basic and underlying economic problems almost un- 
touched. To be sure the political settlement itself 
represented a great advance and gave a certain im- 
pulse to economic life, even though indirectly. But 
the rate of progress has been slow and wholly incom- 
mensurate with the possibilities. Turkey alone broke 
its fetters and as a result of the Kemalist revolution 
forged ahead at an astonishing pace. . Something 
similar, though on a modest scale, happened also in 
Palestine through the efforts of the Zionist move- 
ment and the enterprise of Jewish settlers. But on 
the whole the masses of the Near East on the out- 
break of the present war were not much further 
along than at the close of the last war. 


Out of the ferment which the present crisis has 
induced only one idea has thus far emerged, that of 
Arab or Near Eastern federation—again a political 
idea. For reasons which need not be elaborated here, 
the establishment of a voluntary political union is 
not more likely in the Near East than it is, let us say, 
among the countries of Latin America, or even 
among the Scandinavian nations, despite physical 
proximity, ties of kinship and definite cultural bonds. 
Parenthetically, the contribution which the principle 
of regional political federation in general can make 
to world peace and stability may easily be overrated. 
It is conceivable that the creation of increasingly 
large blocs may aggravate rather than cure the 
world’s malady and make for bigger and better 
wars. Suffice it to recall that at least one “federal 
union”’—namely the German Reich!—was con- 
ceived in militarism, was born in a war of aggression 
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and plunged the world into the abyss in 1914 and 
again in 1939. 

But the remoteness of voluntary political union in 
the Near East need not prevent or even retard eco- 
nomic cooperation and economic regionalism. On 
the contrary, economic cooperation planned, organ- 
ized and systematically pursued may pave the way for 
political union, which may come eventually as the 
mature fruit of organic growth. No less an authority 
than Lawrence of Arabia expressed a similar view in 
the following words: “When people talk of Arab 
confederations or empires, they talk fantastically. It 
will be generations, I expect—unless the vital tempo 
of the East is much accelerated—before any two 
Arabic states join voluntarily. I agree their only 
future hope is that they should join but it must be a 
natural growing-together. Forced unions are perni- 
cious: and politics, in such things, should come after 
geography and economics.” 

Ill. 

What are the prospects for economic regionalism 
in the Near East? 

To approach the question realistically we should 
bear in mind certain negative or limiting factors. 
The first and most important is the circumstance that 
the habit and practice of cooperation are not strong 
in that part of the world. This is illustrated by the 
fact that the cooperative movement, which has made 
considerable strides in India and China, has thus far 
made little headway in the Near East. 

Secondly: Such economic development as has been 
taking place has tended to strengthen commercial 
relations with overseas countries rather than among 
the Near Eastern countries themselves. 

Thirdly: From time immemorial the lands and 
peoples bordering on the Mediterranean looked to 
the West quite as much as to the East. They were 
part of the Mediterranean world and plied their com- 
merce to the Pillars of Hercules and beyond. It will 
be recalled that Christianity, born in Palestine, 
spread westward rather than to the East, following 
well established lines of communication. There is a 
considerable difference between the countries border- 
ing on the Mediterranean—Egypt, Palestine, Leb- 
anon and Turkey on the one hand and those lying 
further East and South, on the other. The former 
have been more continuously exposed to Western 
influences and the results are evident in their more 
advanced economy. They are in fact on the peri- 
phery of Europe while the others are more definitely 
Asian. 

Fourthly: Whereas in more advanced areas the 
reduction of tariff barriers and the establishment of a 
customs union would ordinarily be regarded as the 
most important and substantial step toward achiev- 
ing economic regionalism, the same measures need 
not necessarily produce comparable results in the 
Near East. In the case of countries with modern and 
industrialized economies, the removal of tariff bar- 
riers may be expected to stimulate and accelerate the 
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exchange of goods and services to a marked degree. 
But the economy of the Near East, which is still pre- 
ponderantly agrarian in character and semi-feudal in 
form, is not likely to respond so vigorously to such 
measures. The great money crop of Egypt is cotton; 
that of Palestine, oranges; of Iraq, dates. The markets 
for these crops are found not in the Near East but in 
overseas countries. The same holds true, for that 
matter, of Iraq oil and Palestine potash. By compari- 
son with these important exports to the outside 
world, the internal trade of the Near East is light, 
though war conditions have given it a temporary 
fillip. 

The conclusion to be drawn is not that revision of 
tariff arrangements on the basis of reciprocal advan- 
tage is undesirable or that there is little basis for 
economic regionalism. The conclusion to be drawn 
is rather that in the case of the Near East a more 
fundamental task of a more primary character lies 
ahead, the task of increasing the production both of 
agriculture and industry, while providing consciously 
and deliberately for a greater internal exchange of 
goods to supplement and balance exports to overseas 
markets. 

So far as agriculture is concerned, a large increase 
in production is entirely feasible. With the single 
exception of Egypt where every inch of irrigable and 
arable soil is irrigated and cultivated, very slight use 
has been made of the very considerable possibilities 
for irrigation in many other countries, notably Iraq. 
That ancient land was once the home of great 
empires with populations several times as large as 
that of modern Iraq. It was the wanton destruction 
of the complex and highly developed irrigation sys- 
tem, which had been laboriously built up over many 
centuries, by the Mongol hordes of Genghis Khan 
that ruined the agriculture and destroyed the civiliza- 
tion of the land and set it on its downward course. 
But with the aid of modern technology, a far more 
efficient system of irrigation can replace the old not 
only in Iraq but in Syria, in Palestine and in other 
parts of the Near East, with a consequent intensifica- 
tion of agriculture and a steady rise in production and 
in standards of living. 

But the Near East must not be content to depend 
upon a pastoral and agrarian economy. Its natural 
resources, its raw materials, the presence of coal in 
Turkey and oil in Iraq offer inviting opportunities 
for industrial development. It has been the misfor- 
tune of colonial and so-called backward countries— 
and even parts of the United States —that their 
wealth has been shipped out in form of raw materials 
to be processed abroad, leaving the people hardly any 
better off than they were before. It is only by learn- 
ing to process their raw materials and to convert 
them into finished or semi-finished products that the 
peoples of the Near East may begin to profit substan- 
tially from the natural wealth with which their lands 
have been endowed. 

That so-called backward peoples can acquire 
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modern techniques, though with varying degrees of 
success, has already been proved beyond a doubt. To 
be sure, the industrialization of the Near East cannot 
be expected to proceed at an equal pace in all coun- 
tries. For the reasons I have already mentioned and 
other reasons, the countries on the Mediterranean 
littoral are bound to make more rapid strides in that 
direction than the others. However, even the inland 
Arabs, though poor in organizing ability, are pos- 
sessed of a quick intelligence. What is required in 
their case as a first step towards industrialization is a 
modern and extensive educational system with parti- 
cular attention to training in the arts and crafts, the 
establishment of trade schools and technical colleges. 
It will take time for them to make the transition 
from an oriental agrarian and nomadic tradition to 
the modern outlook and habits of work; but with 
help from the outside, the process can be accelerated. 
Already American educational institutions, like the 
University at Beyrut, have given a considerable im- 
petus in that direction. So has the spectacular success 
achieved by the Jews in Palestine through the appli- 
cation of modern techniques. 

In addition to the intensification of agriculture and 
the rise of industry, the third great factor in the eco- 
nomic future of the Near East is to be found in the 
possibilities of trade and commerce. In the ancient 
world, the countries of the Near East took advantage 
of their favored geographic position. The great trade 
routes of antiquity passed through these lands. For 
the most part it was the Orient that supplied the un- 
developed West with industrial products and the re- 
finements of civilization. Silks, spices and precious 
stones from the East were exchanged for the cruder 
products of the West. Upon that trade the people of 
the Levant grew prosperous. They developed ship- 
ping. The Phoenicians were as prominent in the car- 
rying trade of antiquity as the Norwegians are today. 
There is no reason why a great commercial develop- 
ment should not take place once more. Beyond the 
Near East is a vast hinterland which includes Persia, 
Afghanistan and the teeming millions of India and 
China. Great world markets are spread out to the 
north and south as well as to the east and west; and 
the whole of Asia, the greatest potential market of 
all, is on the threshold of a great awakening. It 
would be a backward people, indeed, that would 
neglect the immense opportunities which lie in store. 

IV. 

But these and other possibilities can be realized 
only in small part by the peoples and countries of the 
Near East acting individually and separately rather 
than by concerted effort. It is only by pooling or 
combining their natural and technical resources, by 
making full use of potentialities which are inherent 
in the region as a region, that the prosperity of each 
country and of all of them together can be greatly 
enhanced. Consider for a moment the agricultural 
sphere and the vital role of artificial irrigation in 
these semi-arid lands. There are ample water re- 
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sources in the surface streams alone, not to speak of 
subterranean waters. But rivers know no political 
boundaries. The Euphrates flows through Syria as 
well as Iraq. The watershed of the Jordan is in the 
Lebanon, as the head waters of the Nile are in the 
Sudan. The proper control and fullest utilization of 
these and other streams offer scope for joint plan- 
ning and joint operation in many instances. Simil- 
atly, the agriculture and animal husbandry of one 
country may profit by the experimentation and ad- 
vanced methods developed by its neighbors. Agri- 
cultural experiment stations and research laboratories 
of one may render invaluable service to the others, 
once the machinery as well as the habit of coopera- 
tion is built up. 

The possibilities of such fruitful cooperation are, 
if anything, even greater in the industrial field. The 
phosphates found in Transjordan may be processed 
in Palestine and spread upon the fields of Iraq to in- 
crease their fertility, while the oil of Iraq may give 
rise to important chemical industries in the Lebanon 
or Palestine. The hydro-electric potential of the 
Quattara depression may be used by Egypt to produce 
cheap power for an electro-chemical industry, based 
upon the minerals of the Dead Sea. Or hydro-electric 
energy produced in Iraq or in Palestine may be trans- 
mitted across the border into Syria for industrial 
purposes, just as Switzerland furnishes power to the 
cities of southern Germany. Egyptian cotton and 
Turkish wool offer the possibility of a large textile 
and clothing industry in Syria and Palestine, while 
the cottonseed may provide material for important 
plastics industries. And what cannot be done with the 
coal and iron of Anatolia? Once a beginning is 
made in the systematic study of such possibilities, 
endless vistas .of industrial development would be 
opened up through intelligent cooperation and a 
steady exchange of goods and services. 

The regional approach is equally valid in the field 
of commerce and shipping. Iraq has the port of 
Basra. Transjordan has an undeveloped port at 
Akaba on the Red Sea. Palestine has Haifa and the 
Lebanon, Beyrut. Egypt has Alexandria and Port 
Said, with the Suez Canal passing through its terri- 
tory, while Turkey sits astride the Dardanelles. 
Taken together, the possibilities of all of them in the 
direction of international trade are almost unlimited. 
But common planning and cooperation is an indis- 
pensable prerequisite. For one thing, the facilities 
for internal overland communications and transport 
must be vastly improved. For many years rail com- 
munication from Egypt along the Mediterranean 
coast to Constantinople was incomplete owing to a 
gap between Haifa in Palestine and Tripoli in Syria. 
It was only last year, because of the exigencies of 
war, that this gap was closed. There is economic 
justification for the development of Akaba into an 
important port but Transjordan cannot do it alone. 
Improved connections between Akaba and Tel Aviv 
would help. Such instances can be multiplied with- 
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out end. Nor is there any reason why with proper 
organization and cooperation between the commer- 
cial interests of several countries a considerable ship- 
ping and carrying trade should not be developed. 
Substantial shipments of Egyptian cotton, Palestine 
potash and citrus fruits are carried in foreign bot- 
toms. A Near Eastern merchant fleet could carry 
these and other products to Western Europe and 
return laden with goods imported in exchange. 

» There is yet another highly important form which 
regional cooperation may take. It is in the joint 
financing of great public works which are regional 
rather than local in scope and character. Important 
engineering projects could be undertaken, of great 
potential benefit to several countries. They may be 
beyond the financial resources of one of them acting 
on its own, but not beyond the capacity of two or 
three if they pooled their financial strength in a joint 
enterprise. This may apply to irrigation projects and 
reclamation schemes, to the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, to flood control, to hydro-electric pro- 
jects and improved networks of roads and railways. 
The combined credit of several Near Eastern coun- 
tries may bring such projects within the range of 
financial possibility. 

V. 

How is a beginning to be made? 

I have already cautioned against underestimating 
social and historical forces militating against such 
cooperation. There are other negative factors one 
might enumerate. But as against centrifugal tenden- 
cies there are also powerful centripetal forces whose 
operation is no less potent. These forces are more in 
need of guidance than stimulation. Moral and intel- 
lectual energies now being expended and dissipated 
in unprofitable political discussions in the Near East 
can be channelized and directed to more productive 
ends. The excessive preoccupation with “politics” 
which animates the bazaar and the village cafe is 
largely the reflex of the rivalries and intrigues of the 
Great Powers and their endless political maneuver- 
ings. If these Powers could moderate their rivalries, 
if they ceased moving their pawns about on the chess- 
board of the Near East and applied themselves in- 
stead to promoting economic development and coop- 
eration, favorable results would not fail to appear. 

At the moment America more than any other 
country holds the key and may furnish the answer. 
This is so because there is more confidence in Amer- 
ican justice and disinterestedness and also because 
American statesmen have been conspicuous in evolv- 
ing new conceptions in international relations. But 
we, too, must come to the task with clean hands. We 
should scrupulously avoid the game of geo-politics, 
which is another name for power politics, and substi- 
tute for it the science of geo-economics. Geo-politics 
is bound up with the pernicious doctrine of Lebens- 
raum. Its aims are imperialism and exploitation. 
The geo-economic approach is based upon free coop- 
eration and mutuality of interest. Little good can 
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come of merely re-drawing the maps, inflating dynas- 
tic ambitions, or effecting new political combinations 
and re-groupings which would give nothing of sub- 
stantial benefit to native masses but would provide 
new streamlined instruments of power politics. These 
are old methods and conceptions which run counter 
to the new democratic strategy we are trying to 
evolve. 

With America taking the initiative I would pro- 
pose that the United Nations establish an Inter- 
national Commission to aid in the economic develop- 
ment of the Near East. At the same time the peoples 
of the Near East should be encouraged to establish an 
Economic Development Council as an instrument of 
uncoerced cooperation, in which all elements, races 
and faiths and all legitimate economic interests shall 
be adequately and effectively represented. Such a 
council should be a non-political body, having no 
legislative functions and devoting itself exclusively 
to economic problems. These two organs, the Near 
East Commission of the United Nations and the 
Near East Development Council, should cooperate 
to the following ends: 

1. To study continuously and thoroughly all the 
resources of the Near East, including its human 
resources and its various potentialities; 

2. To stimulate the utilization of the natural re- 
sources as well as the adoption of measures for im- 
proving the health and education of the masses; 

3. To encourage the maximum “internal” ex- 
change of raw materials, finished goods, scientific 
data and technical assistance; 

4. To promote public engineering projects which 
in their nature must cross boundary lines, linking 
two or more countries in a common enterprise; 

5. To work out the mechanism by which the 
financial and technical assistance of the more ad- 
vanced countries may be made available for the 
benefit of the Near East on a non-imperialist basis. 

Such a program will incidentally help to solve 
some of the thorny political problems of the Near 
East. If carried out even in part it will generate a 
new atmosphere even while creating new living 
space for present and future populations. In Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and 
Transjordan — where some twenty million people 
now subsist largely in penury and squalor—there 
will easily be room for forty or fifty million people 
in years to come. There will be room and to spare for 
the Arabs and their descendants, for the Christian 
groups in Lebanon and Iraq, as well as for millions 
of Jews in Palestine. The Moslem states of Syria, 
Iraq and Arabia, Christian Lebanon and Jewish Pal- 
estine can grow and flourish side by side to the 
mutual advantage of all and renew the ancient 
glories of this cradle of civilization. Where there is 
poverty, ignorance and oppression there are also 
jealousies and bitter enmity; but suspicion and hostil- 
ity can be transmuted into friendly cooperation 
through a common interest in common objectives. 
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AN EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT FROM POLAND 


At the end of October 1942 a secret courier 
of the United Polish Underground Organiza- 
tions succeeded in getting out of Nazi-invaded 
Poland. He reached London at the beginning 
of December, 1942. For over a year “The 
Courier’ had been a disguised member of the 
police force of Poland that was organized by 
the Nazi authorities. He brought with him the 
following personal eye-witness account, which 
he transmitted to the two Jewish members of 
the Polish National Council in London: 


WAS in Poland from the month of October, 

1941, until the end of October, 1942, on an 
official mission to the Polish Underground move- 
ment. Throughout this period I was in the very 
midst of Polish underground activities and I have 
been charged to transmit to you official information 
and also facts which I saw with my own eyes and 
which “B” of the Underground General Jewish 
Workers Union of Poland has requested me to tell 
you and to all Jews with whom I may come in 
contact when I get out of Poland. 


“B” requested me to inform you of the following: 
“Tell them ‘there’ (outside the Nazi-invaded coun- 
tries) that there are moments when we hate them 
all; we hate them because they are safe ‘there’ and 
do not rescue us . . . Because they don’t do enough. 
We are only too well aware that in the free and 
civilized world outside, it is not possible to believe 
all that is happening to us. Let the Jewish people, 
then, do something that will force the other world 
to believe us... 


“We are all dying here. Let them not retreat 
until the civilized world will believe us—until it 
will undertake some action to rescue those of our 
people who will remain alive. Merely protests or 
threats are not sufficient.” 


Long before the orgy of mass murder which com- 
menced in the middle of July, 1942, conditions in 
the Warsaw Ghetto were desperate. The hunger 
was so great that the people became crazed. They 
refused to share their crumbs. Children would per- 
mit their old parents to starve to death. There was 
nothing left to share. 


The aged and children, by the hundreds, would 
drop dead in the streets and no one paid any atten- 
tion to them. Corpses lying about in the 
streets no longer made an impression upon the in- 
habitants of the Ghetto. Every morning in front 
of practically every gate there would lie naked 
corpses. They were stripped of their clothes which 
were badly needed by the living and cast into the 
street to avoid funeral expenses. All of the dead 
gathered during the day would be buried in name- 
less common graves. 


There were thousands of children, whose 
parents were either murdered or dead of hunger, 
roaming the streets of the Ghetto. The Germans 
organized actual hunting parties of these children 
and shot them in the thousands. In general the 
Germans demonstrate a particular brutality towards 
Jewish children. One can cite thousands of cases 
of people, who, upon returning home from a day 
of forced labor, no longer found their children 
alive. Like beasts, the Germans comb the Ghetto 
during the day, drag children out of their homes 
or off the streets and shoot them before the Ghetto 
gates or outside of them. The Nazi authorities dis- 
tributed arms to the Hitler Youths of 15 and 16, 
who go in hordes through the streets of the Ghetto 
and kill all whom they meet in their path. They 
do not choose; children or grown ups. And when 
the streets are finally deserted they go into the 
yards and homes or shoot through the windows. 


German soldiers and agents of the Gestapo are 
running the Hitler Youth a close second in this 
orgy of murder. They come to the Ghetto in an 
interminable stream: For amusement they run 
competitions to determine who is the better shot. 
Some degenerates even mark their corpses with 
chalk, so as to be able to check the number they 
have killed. One Gestapo man by the name of 
Krause is known to enter a home, lock the door 
and murder an entire family. Then he marks in 
chalk on the door the number of persons he had 
shot that day. In the month of October alone, this 
Krause had marked in chalk on the door of a home 
the figure 1006—a thousand and six persons he had 
personally shot. 


It was since July 8, however, when the Germans 
first introduced special “Squads for the Destruction 
of Jews” (Juden-Vernichtungskolonnen), which 
at once commenced the mass slaughter, that literally 
an atmosphere of hell began to permeate the Ghetto. 
On that day, the Nazi authorities demanded of Dr. 
Czerniakow, head of the Jewish Ghetto Council, 
that he select 6000 Jews for “deportation”. The 
following day they demanded 10,000 more and 
again 10,000 a day after and also 10,00 children. 
Czerniakow’s wife was arrested and he was warned 
that she would be tortured and shot if he would 
not comply with the demand. When he inquired 
of the Germans what they intended to do with the 
Jews marked for “deportation” they laughed to his 
face and replied that they would do with them what 
one should do with Jews. On July 25, during one 
of these sessions with the Nazi authorities, Dr. 
Czerniakow excused himself, went into another 
room, and took poison. 


The Polish policemen who usually guarded the 
gates of the Ghetto, both on the inside and the out- 
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side were removed a few days previously and sub- 
stituted with German, Ukranian, Latvian and Lithu- 
anian guards. 


After Czerniakow’s death, all members of the 
Jewish Council were arrested and the aged engineer, 
Lichtenbaum, was appointed as the elder of the 
Ghetto. A hunt for Jews commenced. Whole 
streets were blockaded and all the inhabitants forc- 
ibly evacuated. In some cases, they even forced 
special Lithuanian, Polish and Jewish policemen 
to do the bloody work. These, on the one hand, 
were terrorized by the Nazi threat that if they would 
not round up daily a definite number of Jews in 
their district they themselves and their families 
would be executed—a threat which the Germans 
carried out in many districts—while, on the other, 
they were promised to be spared if they would round 
up the required quota. 


When the “Destruction Squads” begin their 
“liquidation” activities street after street, city after 
city are completely emptied of Jews. They simply 
disappear. No one can save them. Only a few out- 
side the Ghetto escape with their lives. But even 
on the street outside the Ghetto, anyone who looks 
like a Jew is shot outright. There are many cases 
when the victims are Poles and even Germans who 
look like Jews. 


Before I left, the Germans already began to settle 
Poles in the Warsaw Ghetto which was practically 
stripped of inhabitants by the “Destruction Squads.” 
Our friends fear that when there will be no longer 
any Jews left in the Ghetto, the “Destruction 
Squads” will go after the Poles. 


Every day one can see thousands of Jews being 
led from the concentration points to the trains. On 
various pretexts dozens are shot during the march 
so as “to teach the Jews order before they die.” Since 
July 8th the desperation of the ghetto has increased 
a hundred-fold. Total starvation is now reigning 
there. All smuggling of food stuffs which previous- 
ly, too, was accompanied by great difficulties, has 
ceased completely. Before the mass slaughter com- 
menced it was still possible for people outside the 
Ghetto to drop at specially designated places pack- 
ages of food which were distributed to the Jews. Now 
it is no longer possible or safe to do this. 


A particularly tragic problem are the children 
of the Ghetto. I have already related how thou- 


sands of children whose parents had died roamed 


the Ghetto streets, were hunted and killed out, like 
beasts. Thousands of them attempted to escape 
from the Ghetto but most were shot. It is known, 
however, that about 150 Jewish children were 
fortunate enough to escape and are now roaming 
the streets outside the Ghetto begging in the houses 
of Poles. I saw some of these children on numerous 
occasions. I shall never forget them. They look 
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less human than like monsters, dirty, ragged, with 
eyes that will haunt me forever—eyes of little beasts 
in the last anguish of death. They trust no one and 
expect only ‘the worst from human beings. They 
slide along the walls of houses looking about them 
in mortal fear. No one knows where they sleep. 
From time to time they knock at the door of a Pole 
and beg for something to eat. Most of them follow 
a similar procedure: They knock at a door and run 
away to a distance ready to flee since no one can 
predict what kind of creature would emerge from 
behind the locked door. If a human face appears 
they do not beg but without changing their pose 
they almost all repeat the same words in bad Polish: 
“Poles are kind people. Poles do not want to see 
human beings die of hunger. I am dying, Paniusha. 
Long live Poland.” 


I want to return to the question of “deporta- 
tions’: I saw in Warsaw the first part of this act 
and later on the outskirts of Belzec the second and 
last part. From Warsaw the Jews are driven to the 
tracks on the outskirts of the city where a long train 
of cattle cars is already waiting for them. Before 
they reach the tracks, however, many are shot for 
one reason or another. Particularly those who lag 
behind. The whole route is literally strewn with 
corpses. When they finally reach their destination 
they are robbed of all their possessions (officially 
the deportees are urged to take along their most 
valuable possessions). Then they are loaded in cars, 
a hundred people in a car, and the first lap of the 
journey which lasts from two to eight days begins. 
Not once during the journey are the doors of the 
cars opened, with the result that many die before 
they reach the “sorting point” (Oboz Rozdzielczy) 
which is located about fifty kilometers from the city 
of Belzec. Nevertheless the first stage of this journey 
is mild, almost human, in comparison with what 
awaits them at the second stage. 


In the uniform of a Polish policeman I visited 
the sorting camp near Belzec. It is a huge barrack 
only about half of which is covered with a roof. 
When I was there about 5,000 men and women 
were in the camp. However, every few hours new 
transports of Jews, men and women, young and old, 
would arrive for the last journey towards death. 


It is humanly impossible to convey the impression 
that these 5,000 people made upon me: They are 
no longer in the image of men. Skeletons with 
eyes dead with resignation. Naked, frightened, they 
are in constant motion with convulsive, nervous 
movements. A child is lying with its face towards 
the roof. It is in the last agony of death. But no 
one pays any attention to it. I spot amidst this in- 
distinguishable mass an old man completely nude. 
He was probably stripped of his rags. No one looks 
at him. He makes no impression upon the people 
that surround him. The guards keep on shooting 
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at the throng. Corpses are scattered everywhere. 
Men, in their convulsive moving about, step over 
them. They hardly notice the dead. Every few 
minutes the guards pick a number of men to clear 
the dead which are piled up alongside the fence. 
This, too, is done without any emotion, without a 
single expression in their faces as though they are 
completely oblivious to what they are doing. These 
are no longer normal beings but one large convulsive 
mass breathing its last. 


The people are kept in this camp for several days. 
By the time they start on the last leg of their death- 
journey most of them have had nothing to eat for 
days since they are not given any food and have 
to subsist on whatever they manage to bring along 
with them. 


The second and the most gruesome stage of their 
journey commences. Accompanied by the lashing 
of whips and the shooting of guns the “deportees” 
are suddenly, without any warning, beginning to 
be driven to the railroad tracks which are several 
dozen meters from the camp. A wild stampede of 
human beings begins. In the meantime, the Ger- 
mans have made all the preparations to intensify 
their torture. 


The route from the camp to the tracks is a specially 
constructed narrow passage lined with a weak fence 
of boards. On both sides of the fence are stationed 
armed guards. From behind the people are driven 
by guards who lash out mercilessly with their whips. 
Everything is designed to create a panic and a 
stampede. But at the same time “order” is demanded 
and no one dare touch the fence. Anyone who as 
much as touches the fence is shot at by the guards who 
are lined alongside of it. The shooting, the blood 
and the groans and shrieks of those who have been 
hit only increases the stampede and this gives the 
guards additional reason for shooting. In this man- 
ner, hundreds are killed on a stretch of several 
meters. But these are the lucky ones. An even more 
horrible death awaits the survivors. 


The narrow passage leads to an open door of a 
cattle car. These are the famous cars designed for 
“40 people or 8 horses”. We have measured these 
cars and found that if human beings were to be 
loaded there tightly pressed together and completely 
nude they could hold only 90. Yet 140 people are 
loaded in these cars. On both sides of the entrance 
are stationed special S.S. men with guns and whips. 
It is their job to force the people into the cars. 


In panic and fear the emaciated skeletons per- 
form acrobatic feats. A moment comes when the 
last inch of a car is loaded to capacity. But human 
beings are still being driven into it: eimsteigen, ein- 
steigen! People begin to climb over the heads of 
their neighbors holding on by the hands, feet or 
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hair of those who are already inside. Thus fifty more 
manage to get into the car which is then locked. 
Soon another takes its place... 


A long train thus packed with several thousand 
men, women, and children is switched to a side 
line where it remains from two to eight days. The 
doors are never opened. Those inside suffer inhuman 
agony. They have to perform natural functions over 
the heads of the others. Many cars are painted with 
lime which begins to burn from the dampness of 
the urine and increases the tortures of the barefooted 
and nude. 


Because there are not enough cars to kill the 
Jews in this relatively inexpensive manner many of 
them are taken to nearby Belzec where they are 
murdered by poison gases or by the application of 
electric currents. The corpses are burned near Bel- 
zec. Thus within an area of fifty kilometers huge 
stakes are burning Jewish corpses day and night. 


Throughout my conversation with “B” he was 
composed and calm. Towards the end, however, 
he broke done. Knocking his fist on the table he 
cried out: “I cannot, I cannot speak about these 
things. I am going mad....” His last words were: 
“I am well aware that ‘there’, in the world of free- 
dom civilized beings don’t believe what they hear. 
Tell them that we are all dying. Let them rescue 
all those who will still be alive when the report 
reaches them.... We shall never forgive them for 
not having supplied us with arms so that we might 
have died like men, with guns in our hands.” 


To a Christian Friend 
by Marie Syrkin 


There is something between us now: 
The cry you did not raise. 


You have washed your hands again. 
Put down the pitcher. 
This water will flow between us. 


Give me back Jesus; 

He is my brother. 

He will walk with me 

Behind the gray ghetto wall 

Into the slaughter-house. 

I will lead him into the lethal chamber; . 

He will lie down upon the poisoned stone; 
The little children pricked with the death-bubble 
Will come unto him. 


Return to him the yellow badge. 
Give me back Jesus; 
He is not yours. 
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THE BEVERIDGE REPORT 


by Bernard Noskin 


HE PREFATORY NOTE to the Beveridge Re- 

port informs us that on June 10, 1941, the Hon. 
Arthur Greenwood, Minister without Portfolio, one 
of the leading figures in the British Labor Party, an- 
nounced in the Commons that he had arranged for 
a comprehensive survey of existing schemes of social 
insurance and allied services and that Sir William 
Beveridge, formerly director of the London School of 
Economics and one of the most competent econo- 
mists in Great Britain, had accepted the Chairman- 
ship of the Committee to conduct the survey and 
report back to the Government. 


Ordinarily such a note would have no special 
significance, but let us remember the date, June 10, 
1941, and try to think back to the Britain of that 
summer day, not quite two years ago. The Battle 
of Britain, it is true, had been won, though by a 
bare margin; nor was it certain that the Luftwaffe 
would not return in heavy force as, indeed, it did 
only a month previously. The gloomy disasters in 
Greece and Crete were fresh in men’s minds. All 
of Europe was under the Nazi jackboot, and the 
future of Britain, herself, seemed most uncertain. 
She was still fighting alone. Soviet Russia had not 
yet been attacked by the Wehrmacht, and our own 
country, though aiding Britain with supplies, in- 
sisted that its aid would be “short of war”. Not a 
few military experts were of the opinion that 
Britain’s doom was sealed. Yet at this period, per- 
haps the blackest in the history of the right little 
isle, her leaders were laying the foundations of 
sweeping post-war social reconstruction. Is this just 
another monumental example of British stupidity, 
stubborn optimism, or, simply, the courage of free 
men? 


World War II inevitably invites comparison 
with World War I, but there are important differ- 
ences, and not the least in the sphere of social un- 
rest. In the wake of the world agony of 1914-18 
there followed a great urge of popular unrest, 
revolution and quasi-millenarian hopes, about the 
roots of which a few words may be in order. In 
part, they are traceable to the relatively un-demo- 
cratic, in the sense of rigid, stratified social order, 
prevailing in the Europe of 1914. The masses felt 
that the great errors of statecraft which had led to 
the bloody conflict were in good measure due to 
the fact that the business of government was large- 
ly the monopoly of aristocrats, of men who had no 
direct contact with the masses of plain folk or 
sympathy with them. There was a sense of mass 
frustration, a feeling that if thrones were over- 
turned, if the masses were put in power, if the 


reins of government were placed in the hands of 
common people instead of titled lords, the peoples 
of Europe would live together in brotherhood and 
friendship. On any reading of history, this is a super- 
ficial view but its appeal was unmistakable, and 
it can be asserted of the period following World 
War I that the march of democracy was so irre- 
sistible that even the most reactionary anti-demo- 
cratic movements assumed popular forms. 

Discontent, however, was directed not only 
against the aristocracy but against the bourgeoisie 
as well, for the issues of World War I were not al- 
together clear, and to great masses of humble work- 
ingmen it seemed to be merely a clash of rival 
capitalist imperialisms, a struggle for markets masked 
with the cloak of patriotism. Consequently, it was 
of no particular importance to the proletariat, who 
was victorious. 

Under the circumstances it is not surprising that 
the call for reconstruction which inevitably issues 
from the intense sufferings of masses of men, 
sounded, particularly in Europe, a radical, revolu- 
tionary, socialist note. Everywhere the proletariat 
turned to socialist parties whose platforms and 
propaganda, at least, marked them as violently re- 
volutionary. In 1919 even moderate socialists pro- 
fessed a theoretical allegiance to the aim of estab- 
lishing a dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The social unrest which developed during World 
War I has no counterpart at present, and this is 
demonstrated by the lack of any revolutionary so- 
cialist or communist agitation of any consequence. 
The official communists, in fact, comically exagger- 
ate their devotion to the cause of law and order. 

The defeat of the Axis will, of course, lead to civil 
war in Europe, but even so it is unlikely to be a 
simple class struggle of proletariat against bour- 
geoisie; rather, it will with some exceptions cut 
across class lines. At any rate, it is of significance 
that the first important call for social reconstruction 
should come not from the pens of revolutionaries, or 
even of labor leaders, but from a highly respectable 
government committee, the report of which, em- 
blazoned with the royal coat of arms, should be pub- 
lished by His Majesty's Stationery Office. Further- 
more, the reflection is unavoidable that the Beve- 
ridge Report which, if issued during World War I, 
would have been denounced by socialist leaders as an 
unhappy attempt to patch up a rapidly decaying 
social system, or as sop to deflect the proletariat from 
the fulfilment of its revolutionary mission, has met 
with no adverse criticism from spokesmen of the 
working class. In a way this is paradoxical since, 
considering the conditions of working class life in 
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the Britain of 1918, not to speak of 1914, the Beve- 
ridge Report, if issued then, would have been actu- 
ally revolutionary, while now that the concept of 
social security as a duty imposed on the state has 
been firmly established, it can hardly be termed more 
than moderate. 

The Beveridge Report operates with two basic 
ideas: a national minimum for a//, unlike our own 
Social Security Act which affects wage- and salary- 
earners only, and compulsory insurance. As will be 
shown, however, the word “insurance” is really de- 
ceptive. The scheme, and this is its most praise- 
worthy feature, is nothing if not comprehensive. 

The survey proceeds first from a diagnosis of 
want; want being defined as less than the minimum 
needed for healthy subsistence, a standard which in 
Britain is considerably less than our own, barring the 
South.* Beveridge maintains that even before the 
War “want was a needless scandal due to not taking 
the trouble to prevent it” . . . and “could have been 
abolished . . . by a redistribution of income within 
the wage-earning classes, without touching any of 
the wealthier classes,” though he hastens to add that 
“this is not said to suggest that redistribution of in- 
comes should be confined to the wage-earning 
classes,” nor, indeed, does the Report so confine it. 

The Report assumes, as it must, that British eco- 
nomic policy and structure will respond to adjust- 
ments made necessary by post-War conditions so as 
to maintain productive employment. This requires 
particular emphasis since provision for unemploy- 
ment insurance is predicated on no more than a nor- 
mal degree of unemployment. It is frankly conceded 
that mass unemployment would cause the scheme to 
break down, and would have to be met in some other 
way. “The possibility of controlling completely the 
major alterations of good trade and bad trade which 
are described under the term of the ‘trade cycle’ has 
not been established; a country like Britain, which 
must have exports to pay for its raw materials, can- 
not be immune from the results of changes of for- 
tune or of economic policy in other countries.” 

The Report also assumes that the general price 
level in 1945 (when the scheme is to begin opera- 
tion) will not exceed that of 1938 by more than 
25%, and all its figures of rates of payment and of 
benefit are calculated on that basis. This assumption 
is questionable, but if it proves wrong corresponding 
adjustments can be made. 

The striking feature of the Plan (or Report) is, as 
I have said, its comprehensiveness; it embraces all 
citizens, all contingencies under a single and uniform 
system of contribution. Beveridge, himself, calls it a 
scheme of “social insurance,” but as the London 
Economist well observes “it is not an insurance plan” 
for in its aim at attaining a national minimum it 

* Note: Comparisons of living standards between countries are 
confusing, and at best approximate. Our own standard varies 
considerable in many sections of the country and from city to 


rural areas, but I think 30% is a fair estimate of the difference 
between the American and British living standards. 
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casts aside one of the basic principles of insurance, 
“that of relating premium to specific risk.” 

Briefly, the Plan divides the population into six 
classes: wage and salaried employees; independent 
workers, e. g. farmers, professional persons; house- 
wives; others of working age not gainfully em- 
ployed; those below working age; and retired per- 
sons above working age. All are included in the 
scheme of benefit, and are entitled to all benefits by a 
single weekly contribution (a stamp) on a single 
document. A Ministry of Social Security would be 
created to administer the scheme. It would provide 
benefits for the unemployed; disability benefits in the 
event of sickness or accident, including industrial 
accident (thus superseding Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion); medical benefits; training benefits to the un- 
employed to facilitate change of occupation where 
unemployment is prolonged or technological; mater- 
nity benefits; pensions for widows and women separ- 
ated from their husbands; funeral grants and old-age 
pensions. The business of “industrial insurance,” 
which is flourishing, profitable and expensive to the 
poor both in England and the U. S., would be abol- 
ished and taken over by the Ministry of Social 
Security. 

The provision for a single contribution on a single 
document, it is believed, will simplify procedure to 
such an extent as alone to save about £400,000 
(approximately $1,600,000) in administrative costs. 
Unemployment and disability benefits will run at 
full rate and be of indefinite duration except that 
persons unemployed for a long period (say, more 
than 6 months) may be required to attend training 
centers and be instructed in a new vocation. The 
“means test,’ on the other hand, is abolished. A 
novel and progressive feature of the Report is the 
treatment of man and wife as a “team”; in fact, the 
sympathetic consideration given to women by the 
Report deserves emphasis. A married woman, espec- 
ially when she has children, who does not work out- 
side her home, ought not to be treated as unoccupied. 
The Report boldly recognizes that “In any measure 
of social policy in which regard is had to facts, the 
great majority of married women must be regarded 
as occupied on work which is vital though unpaid, 
without which their husbands could not do their paid 
work and without which the nation could not con- 
tinue.” On marriage, a woman acquires a special 
status and is entitled to benefits if sick and disabled 
since the “team” of husband and wife (and children) 
suffers thereby. A married woman separated or 
divorced from her husband is entitled to benefits for 
the children, nevertheless. Maternity benefits are 
accorded not only to encourage child bearing in a 
country whose population is estimated to decline 
rapidly after 1965, but because a married woman’s 
“earnings” are interrupted by childbirth. 

The cost of the Plan will be borne by contribu- 
tions from insured persons, employees and the Ex- 
chequer (our Treasury) in the proportion of about 
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28% from insured persons, 22% from employers 
and the balance (except for a small earning of 
interest on invested funds) from the Exchequer. 

The reader will largely be interested in the rate of 
contribution and size of benefit. Premiums or rather 
contributions are smaller for women than for men 
because they earn less. This is a slight breach in the 
rule of uniformity. Men over 21 contribute 4s, 3d 
weekly (about 85c); their employers, 65c; in the 
same age class, women pay 70c weekly, and their 
employers 50c; between 18-21, the rate is 70c for 
men and 60c for women, while between 16-18 it is 
50c for men and 40c for women. Unemployment 
and disability benefits run at $4.80 per week during 
unemployment or incapacity for work, without limit 
as to duration of benefit, with an additional allow- 
ance of $3.20 per week for a wife not gainfully em- 
ployed: or each adult dependent, subject to reduction 
of rate for dependents under 21. Old age (retire- 
ment) benefits are at the same rates as unemploy- 
ment and disability benefits, except that they are not 
payable at the full rate until the insured has con- 
tributed for twenty years (the transition period). 
Thus, since the Plan is expected to begin operation 
in 1945, it will not be until 1965 when full retire- 
ment benefits are paid. The retirement age, incident- 
ally, is 65 for men and 60 for women. Disability 
arising from industrial accident or disease is paid for 
at the ordinary rate of disability benefit for the first 
13 weeks of disability. If disability continues after 
that time, the disabled workingman will be entitled 
to 2/3rds of his full-time earnings in a period pre- 
ceding the accident, or the ordinary disability benefit, 
whichever is the greater, but not exceeding $12.12 
per week. The maternity grant is $12.12 and there 
is a further benefit of $7.22 per week for 13 weeks. 
On marriage a woman gets a Housewives’ Policy en- 
titling her to £1 ($4.04) for each 40 actual contri- 
butions to the Fund with a maximum of £40. The 
funeral grant, payable to the person responsible for 
burial, ranges from about $80 for an adult to $24 
for a child under three. However, persons aged 60 
or more at the outset of the Plan are excluded from 
benefit. 

These figures furnish a rough idea of what the 
Report requires in the way of contribution and what 
it offers as benefit. The benefits will, I think, strike 
the reader as rather low. We can hardly imagine an 
unemployed family of man and wife making even a 
subsistence living on $8 per week, or a family of 
_ man, wife and two children getting along on $11.25 
per week. However, before condemning the Plan on 
that account, it should be borne in mind that wages 
in Britain and the British standard of living are 
lower than our own, and that many of our own un- 
employed families in the Great Depression of the 
"30's would have welcomed a sure back-log of $11 
per week. However, it should be plain too that one 
of the reasons for the comparatively low benefits 
paid is that the Plan adheres to the notion of a 
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uniform flat rate of contribution. The size of the 
premium must necessarily be adjusted to the earning 
capacity of the low wage-earner and must therefore 
be small. In part this is a regressive tax which hits : 
the low wage-earner most since what he pays is in 
disproportion to what he earns. He makes up for it, 
though, by getting in return something which is dis- 
proportionately better than what he is accustomed 
to. The high wage- or salary-earner, on the other 
hand, pays a comparatively small premium, but what 
he gets in return is disappointingly small compared 
to his normal earnings. The social justification for 
this policy is that it is the only way of providing a 
national minimum, and that it is always open to per- 
sons making more than a subsistence to insure them- 
selves against loss with private companies. Indeed, 
the Report explicitly recognizes the necessity for 
voluntary insurance which the State should encour- 
age “negatively, by avoiding so far as possible any 
test of means for its compulsory insurance benefits, 
and by limiting such benefits to subsistence and 
primary needs.” 

This cursory sketch hardly suggests even the 
bare bones of the Report whose more than 300 
pages are filled with a penetrating analysis of Brit- 
ain’s varied social and economic problems. From a 
long range point of view, one of the most disturb- 
ing is the demographic. The proportion of relatively 
old persons is on the increase, and while the total 
population is still increasing slightly, it is expected 
that after 1965 there will be a sharp and steady 
decline. We must recognize that, barring sub- 
stantial immigration, the problem is not Britain’s 
alone, but, in less acute form, ours as well. 

Although the Beveridge Report has not yet been 
acted upon by Parliament, its acceptance by Britain 
after the War, with inconsequential modification, 
is a foregone conclusion. Labor is for it, and none 
but extreme Conservatives will have the hardihood 
to oppose it. That is the measure of the vast gulf 
which separates the social unrest which developed 
during World War I from that of our own day. 
The air then was filled with socialist, guild-socialist, 
revolutionary socialist, and communist slogans. 
Radical change was to be ushered in through the 
agency of class strife. Revolution and the general 
strike seemed to be on the order of the day. 

It would be interesting to trace how and why 
this difference in the temper of social unrest devel- 
oped, but it cannot be done in this brief article. 
However, two salient points ought to be mentioned. 
The Russian Revolution taught radicals and work- 
ingmen in the West that a total revolution could 
only be bought at an enormous expense of blood 
and sacrifice, and that even when completed, fun- 
damental social, political and national problems re- 
mained. On the other hand, the startling rise of the 
Nazis and their near success in achieving world 
domination has caused all classes in Britain to close 
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ranks, and has warned such of the aristocracy and 
bourgeoisie of Britain as might have toyed with the 
idea of the danger of allowing gangster, self-ap- 
pointed saviors from the Right to usurp power in 
the commonwealth. All classes and all parties have 
been renewed in their faith that the British Con- 
stitution affords the surest guarantee of their mutual 
protection and well-being, and that Britain can 
solve its social and economic problems within its 
framework. 

Anyone mindful of the prodigious tasks of post- 
war reconstruction: the changing over of a vast 
industry from the manufacture of implements of war 
to the ordinary commodities of peace, the demobil- 
ization of millions of men and women and their 
absorption in peace-time pursuits, the recapture of 
lost markets and the search for new ones, the crush- 
ing burden of taxation to pay for the cost of the 
war, the dreaded possibility of inflation, to mention 
only a few of the problems that will confront a post- 
war world, will hesitate to proclaim that a new era 
of social peace has dawned even in Britain. It is not 
impossible, especially in view of Britain’s heavy 
dependence on shipping and foreign trade, that the 
task of post-war reconstruction will cause such strain 
and tear of the fabric of her institutions as to re- 
place the present period of calm with violent social 
unrest. In that case, the Beveridge Report will re- 
main only a landmark of what Britain tried to do 
to establish a national minimum, by peaceful means, 
and failed. But in any event, prophecy is useless, and 
the best one can do is to take note of the current 
temper. 

Even before World War I Britain took the lead 
away from Germany in the field of social and labor 
legislation. It is a lead which she has steadily kept 
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and which, it is evident by the Beveridge Report, 
she means to maintain. If the Report should 
be accepted, it is impossible to imagine that we will 
be unaffected. Because of the greater sectional dif- 
ferences in living costs and wages in the United 
States from those prevailing in a relatively homo- 
geneous country like Britain (though the Report 
shows hiw disturbing the problem is even in that 
country) and on account of our federal system of 
states, the establishment of a national minimum for 
the U. S. is a more difficult task than for the British. 
Nevertheless, thanks to the inspiration of the 
Beveridge Report, it stands as the next important 
goal of the movement for social reform. 


* * * 


Since the article was written the House of Com- 
mons debated the Government's proposals anent the 
Beveridge Plan and adopted them against a vote of 
97 Labor members and a scattering of Conservatives 
and Liberals who protested that the Government did 
not go far enough in accepting the plan. There was 
particular dissatisfaction with the Government's fail- 
ure to set up immediately a Ministry for Social Secur- 
ity and to acquiesce in the plan’s provision for the eli- 
mination of the industrial insurance business and its 
total conversion into a public enterprise. Mr. Morri- 
son, speaking for the Cabinet, tried to allay the ill 
feeling of the Labor members and transpose the issue 
as one not of the Government's rejection of the Beve- 
ridge Plan, but of the more complete implementation 
of it after the war is over. One cannot say at this dis- 
tance, especially in view of the fact that the Cabinet’s 
position is backed by Labor stalwarts like Attlee, 
Bevin, Morrison and Greenwood, that the Govern- 
ment is insincere. 


Newton on the Restoration of the Jews 
by Franz Kobler 


rT R. NEWTON is really a very valuable man, not 

only for his wonderful skill in mathematics, 
but in divinity also, and his great knowledge in the 
Scriptures, wherein I know few his equals.” These 
words by John Locke, the philosopher, were fully 
confirmed by Newton’s posthumous literary work. 
It became manifest to a surprised posterity that the 
great scientist had devoted the same ingenuity and 
patience to the Bible as to natural phenomena and 
mathematics. It might be even supposed that the 
studies of divine things were more important to him 
than his epoch-making computations, as the greater 
part of his unpublished writings related to theological 
subjects. It has been established beyond any doubt 
that Newton’s scientific genius was inseparable from 
his deep religiosity. According to L. T. Moore, 


Newton’s biographer, “it is the most striking evi- 
dence of the sanity of Newton’s genius that, while 
he speculated on such problems (as the nature of 
space, time and substance) . . . he saw they could 
not be included in the scientific method. The con- 
clusion of such speculations always ended for him 
in the acceptance of a divine providence, of whose 
design we have an intuitive knowledge sufficient 
for us to predict with considerable accuracy a limited 
order of events.” 

This faith in providence was linked with an un- 
shakable conviction of the divine origin and truth 
of the Scriptures. Newton was extremely opposed 
to Deism, which developed rapidly towards the end 
of his life. Against Toland, Tindal and Collins, he 
strongly advocated the authenticity of the sacred 
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texts. Nevertheless, his religious opinions deviated 
from the prevalent creed of that time. Prophecy 
was for him the only source of the divine message. 
“The authority of emperors, kings and princes is 
human, the authority of councils, synods, bishops 
and presbyters is human; the authority of the prophet 
is divine, and comprehends the sum of relig on, 
reckoning Moses and the aposties amoung the 
prophets, and if an angel from heaven preach any 
other gospel than what they have delivered, let him 
be accursed,” he wrote. Newton was, however, 
critical in dealing with particular Biblical texts, as 
shown in his work “An Historical Account of Two 
Notable Corruptions of the Scriptures, In a Letter 
to a Friend.” This profound discussion of “the two 
Trinitarian proof texts, 1 John v. 7, and 1 Timothy 
iii. 16,” showed much similarity with the method 
of the contemporary French scholar Richard Simon, 
the initiator of Biblical criticism. 

A: remarkable achievement of Newton's theo- 
logical studies is also his contribution to the doctrine 
which since the early beginnings of the Puritan 
movement made the question of the Restoration of 
the Jews a central point. This doctrine emerged 
from millenarianism, which had been revived 
towards the end of the middle ages and linked, on 
the British soil, with “English Hebraism,” the deep 
trust in Scripture, and in the truth of Prophecy. The 
main feature of this doctrine consists in the faith 
that the Kingdom of God cannot be established on 
the earth until the Jews will be restored to the land 
secured to them by the everlasting covenant. It was 
generally assumed that the Jews would embrace Chris- 
tianity at that time; but different opinions developed, 
especially on the decisive question: if they will be 
restored before or after conversion. At the tume of 
Newton’s birth the doctrine of the Restoration of 
the Jews was already eloborated by teachings of 
scholars and tradition. A new stage had been inaug- 
urated in connection with the Civil War, marked by 
revolutionary efforts and eccentric attempts for an 
immediate realization of the millennial hope. In the 
year of Isaac Newton’s birth (December 25, 1642), 
John Archer, an outstanding leader of the Fifth 
Monarchy Men, published his book “The Personal 
Reign of Christ upon Earth,” predicting that this 
reign would begin in 1666 and be preceded by “the 
deliverance of the Israelites” either in 1650 or in 
1656. This was, however, only one of many similar 
predictions. The disappointments that followed— 
' especially the failure of Sabbatai Zevi, whose ap- 
pearance had produced feverish expectations even in 
England—however, did not check the development 
of the doctrine of the Restoration of the Jews, or 
any of the activities for realizing the aim. 

In the same way as Puritanism gained victory in 
the revolution of 1689, the faith in the Restoration 
of the Jews was saved for the period following the 
overthrow of the Stuarts. John Milton became the 
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messenger of that faith during the last years of his 
life. In his “Paradise Regained” he foretold “a 
wondrous call” by which God will bring back the 
posterity of Abraham “to their native land.” Milton’s 
posthumous work, De Doctrina Christiana, also 
shows him as an adherent of the doctrine of the 
Restoration of the Jews. Locke, too, may be counted 
among the representatives of this doctrine. The 
author of the “Essay on Human Understanding,” in 
his Paraphrases of St. Paul’s Epistles, writes: “How- 
ever they (the Jews) are now scattered, and under 
subjection of strangers, God is able to collect them 
into one Body, make them his People, and set them 
in flourishing condition in their own Land.” Thomas 
Burnet, author of the “Sacred Theory of the Earth,” 
dealing with the problem of the Restoration of the 
Jews, devoted a rather voluminous dissertation, De 
Futura Judaeorum Restauratione, to this ‘celebrated 
question,” as he termed it. He contemplated the 
Restoration of the Jews as an important and indis- 
pensable part of the apocalyptic events, and main- 
tained that the Restoration of the Jews will not take 
place before the great cosmic events due at that 
time. 


Sir Isaac Newton, too, affirmed the millenarian 
teaching and the doctrine of the Restoration of the 
Jews. He relied entirely upon the predictions of the 
Bible, drawing conclusions with the same certainty 
as from the mathematical principles. His method 
of interpretation, however, differed from that of 
Burnet and other millenarians. Newton’s main 
sources of the millenarian eschatology were the Book 
of Daniel and the Revelation of St. John, both of 
which were the subject of profound studies. The 
results of these studies are contained in the “Observ- 
ations upon the Prophecies of Daniel and the 
Apocalypse of St. John,” published five years after 
his death in 1733. A passage in the Book of Daniel 
has, in Newton’s opinion, a decisive significance for 
the question of the Restoration of the Jews. Newton 
regards this passage, Chapter ix, 25*, as a prophecy 
not yet fulfilled. He tries to lift the mysterious veil 
which surrounds verse 25, and to reveal the sense 
of this yet unfulfilled prophecy: “This part of the 
prophecy being therefore not yet fulfilled, I shall 
not attempt a particular interpretation of it, but 
content myself with observing that, as the seventy 
and the sixty-two weeks were Jewish weeks ending 
with sabbatical years, so the seven weeks are the 
compass of a Jubilee, and of the highest nature for 
which a Jubilee can be kept; and that, since the 
commandment to return precedes the Messiah the 
Prince 49 years; it may perhaps come forth not from 
the Jews themselves, but from some other kingdom 
friendly to them, and precede their return from 

* “Know also and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to cause to return-and to build Jerusalem, unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 


weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times.” 
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captivity and give occasion to it; and, lastly, that 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the waste places is 
predicted in Mich. vii. 11, Amos ix. 11, 14, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 33, 35, 36, 38, Isa. liv. 3, 11, 12, lv. 12, Lxi. 
4, Ixv. 18, 21, 22, and Tobit xiv. 5, and thus the 
return from ‘captivity and coming of the Messiah 
and his kingdom are described in Daniel vii, Rev. 
xix., Acts i, Mal. xxiv., Joel iii, Ezek. xxxvi., 
xxxvii., Isa., lx., lxii., lxiii., Ixv., and Ixvi., and many 
other places of Scripture. The manner I know not. 
Let time be the interpreter.” 

This cautiously formulated “Observation” of the 
great naturalist is one of the first interpretations by 
which the historical-political reality entered into the 
doctrine of the Restoration of the Jews. The com- 
mandment coming forth from a “kingdom friendly 
to them” is, although still a religious phenomenon, 
essentially different in its apearance from Milton’s 
“wondrous call” or from the miraculous conversion, 
which Joseph Mede, the master of English Mille- 
narianism, and his followers declared to be the pre- 
requisite of the Restoration of the Jews. Thus New- 
ton’s splendid realism, regarding miracles as in a 
certain sense natural phenomena, became triumph- 
ant. He kept also outside the adventurous road of 
Thomas Burnet and avoided any fantastic mixture 
of mysticism and science. Here again, Newton tried 
“to predict with considerable accuracy a limited 
order of events,” expecting the intervention of an 
earthly power into the destiny of the dispersed 
people and daring the conjecture that this step will 
cause its Restoration, like the decree of Cyrus. It 
may be recalled that in 1695, during the lifetime of 
Newton, the Dane, Oliger Paulli, appealed to King 
William III to re-erect the Jewish Kingdom. 

Newton, anxious to be no less precise in predict- 
ing historic events than in calculating astronomical 
phenomena, did not predict any detail, and did not 
speculate on the question as to which was the king- 
dom friendly to the Jews. There is, however, no 
doubt that Newton, a true and ardent Protestant, 
could not bear in mind any other power than a 
Protestant Kingdom. It is reasonable to assume that 
Great Britain was at least one of the powers destined, 
according to Newton’s conjecture, for the issue of 
the “commandment.” In an even more restrained 
manner, Newton dealt with the Restoration itself. 
The many carefully chosen quotations, mostly from 
the Prophets, clearly indicate his full confidence in 
the coming of the event. He refused, however, to 
make more particular assertions, with definite deci- 
sion: “The manner I know not.” But a characteristic 
hopeful turn is given in the sentence: “Let time be 
the interpreter.” A wise modesty linked with deep 
trust in the truth of prophecy and the Divine rule 
of history shine out of these five words uttered by 
a man who transformed the idea of Universe. 

The effect produced by Newton’s “Observations,” 
and particularly by his attitude towards the Restora- 
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tion of the Jews, was considerable and can be traced 
in the later development. In 1747, William Whis- 
ton, himself an outstanding pioneer of the doctrine, 
referring to Isaiah’s prophecy on the ships of Tarshish 
(chap. lx, 9, 10), thought that the. British nation 
and the States of Holland are probably chosen for 
the purpose of assisting the return of the Jews. 
Whiston was Newton’s intimate friend and tempo- 
rary successor as professor of mathematics at Camb- 
ridge, and was obviously inspired in this conjecture 
by Newton’s remark that a kingdom friendly to the 
Jews would help in the Restoration. Even more 
certain is the connection of Newton’s “Observa- 
tions” with Samuel Collet’s “Treatise of the future 
Restoration of the Jews and Israelites to their own 
Land,” published in 1747. In this work the fore- 
sight and the absence of any conversionist tendency 
deserve special attention. Here the passage from 
Newton’s “Observations” dealing with the “forth- 
coming commandment” has been quoted literally. 
Collet himself supposed that “Some commandment 
will go forth (but from whom is not said) to cause 
them (the Jews) to return from their present dis- 
persion, and to build Jerusalem.” Half a century 
later, James Bicheno, impressed by Napoleon’s ex- 
pedition to Egypt and Syria, wrote his remarkable 
book, “The Restoration of thé Jews: the Crisis of 
all Nations” (published 1800), in which, for the 
first time, political action is urged upon Great Brit- 
ain, in favor of the resettlement of the Jews in 
Palestine. This book contains also a historical survey 
of the authors and works dealing with the question, 
and in this connection Sir Isaac Newton is men- 
tioned as having accepted the distinction made by 
the ancient prophets between the first return, when 
the Jews should build a temple inferior to Solomon’s, 
and the second, when they should return from all 
places of their captivity and build Jerusalem. 

No time, however, was more appropriate to 
renew the memory of the interpretation which one 
of Britain’s greatest sons applied to a prophecy on 
the Restoration of the Jewish people than these 
present days. 
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CASA DE MANANA 


by Hayim Greenberg 


HOULD THE seven of us survive this war, we 
shall have to get together some time when it 
ends. I owe my new friends an explanation: I must 
tell them that I am not a Hebrew priest, not a Cohen, 
in fact, not even a Levite, but just a plain, ordinary 
Israelite. . . . 
* * * 

The guests took their places at the dinner tables 
in the airy dining room of the hotel as the setting 
sun played upon the glassware, and gusts of the salty 
air of the Pacific blew in through the open windows. 
I sat at my table, alone, disgruntled and annoyed at 
myself. I must be one of those people who are hard to 
please: I had come here in the belief that I needed 
a rest and that I would seek to avoid talking and 
straining my ears to hear the talk of others, and yet 
I felt slighted when the guests at the hotel left me 
to myself, hardly answering my silent greetings. I 
was to all appearances the only Jew in the place and 
I found it difficult to rid myself of the notion that 
this accounted for the lack of sociability I encountered. 
Looking at the huge tumbler of orange juice in front 
of me, I reproached myself: “Why did you have to 
go to a ‘Gentile’ summer hotel? And besides—per- 
haps it is your fault entirely. You act as if you 
were avoiding people and give the impression of 
being a snob.” 

* * ¥ 

Ata large adjoining table sat a group of six people: 
two young officers, two girls, a middle-aged man and 
an elderly Catholic priest with what is known as a 
“Latin-American” face. One of the two girls was 
dressed as a bride and there was more than the 
usual quantity of flowers on the table, lit by two 
slender candles. Evidently this was a wedding party 
which had come to the Casa de Manana for dinner 
right after the ceremony—probably one of those hur- 
ried ceremonies so common among uniformed young 
men these days. The solid citizen in me did not 
approve: “Why this marriage in haste? What if the 
young man is sent away the next day to Burma or to 
Vladivostok?” But my other self countered with a 
jibe: “You're getting old, brother, and you’re becom- 
ing disgustingly rational and calculating! You've 
neglected your Shakespeare: Think of Romeo and 
Juliet who pressed a whole lifetime into a single day 
and night.” 

The members of the wedding party did not look 
too merry. I could not help overhearing what they 
said. I made out that the bridegroom was of British 
stock and upbringing, and that the second officer 
was his friend who had brought along his sweetheart. 
I gathered that the bride was a Mexican girl, educated 
in the United States, that her father, the middle-aged 
man, had left Mexico when the country became “god- 


less,” that he now owned large orange plantations in 
Southern California. He was happy that this country 
allowed freedom of worship, that priests were per- 
mitted to walk the streets in their clerical garb and 
could be distinguished from “insurance agents.” I 
found out that the bridegroom was a scion of an old 
Catholic British family and that the elderly priest was 
a Mexican, a teacher at the parochial school where 
the bride had been brought up. 

The father kept chiding his daughter good- 
naturedly for her haste: He had been informed by 
wire of the ceremony only the previous night. Too 
bad mother had not lived to see this day, but if he 
had received due notice he might have brought along 
Aunt Anita and Cousin Maria and Uncle Juerto; 
Grandfather from Vera Cruz could have come, too. 
At any rate it was good, he said, shaking the priest’s 
hand, that her teacher and father confessor had 
volunteered to come to the wedding. The bride blush- 
ingly stammered her excuses, mentioning “special 
circumstances” and “unforeseen situations.” But what 
was the difference? She was happy and so was John. 

Naturally, John was as happy as could be. But 
he said he missed someone, who should now be 
sitting at their table. As he spoke he fingered the 
breastpocket of his jacket as though making sure that 
some valuable object or document was still there. 
The company hesitated. They dared not ask him 
whom he meant, but his bride turned to him curiously 
and insistently. Who was this unknown man who 
should be sitting at their table partaking of the wed- 
ding feast? There was no answer. Finally, after some 
further pressing, the young bridegroom explained: 
the missing guest was a man who had married in the 
last World War. The bride, startled, nervously began 
adjusting the garland on her hair. The relatives sat 
silent, afraid to look at one another. Only the priest 
had the self-possession to stand up and start refilling 
the six wine glasses. 

John looked around the dining hall which was 
filled with older people, mostly women, and a few 
young officers in their twenties who had come to 
enjoy a civilian meal. None would do. Finally his 
eyes fell on me. In a minute he stood at my table. 

“I can hardly find the words to apologize for my 
boldness,” he said, “but this is the greatest day in my 
life, and tomorrow...” He felt at his breastpocket 
again. “You have every right to tell me to go to 
the devil and I shall leave you alone. But—may I ask 
you: Are you married?” 

“T am.” 

“May I make bold once more? You married during 
the First World War?” 

“That’s right. In 1918.” 

John returned to the table of the wedding party 
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and I heard him announce in a quietly triumphant 
tone that Providence had been gracious to him this 
day: He had found the unknown man. In another 
minute he was at my table again, pressing my hand 
and urging in a tone of nervous exaltation that if I 
wished to make happy a man whom I might never 
see again, I would move to his table and join his 
party for dinner. Before I overcame my embarrass- 
ment, the bride stood at my table pressing my other 
hand and assuring me that all this was not accidental, 
that this was certainly the finger of God and that 
neither she nor John had a mother. .. . 


* * * 


I sat at the dinner table of people who only half 
an hour ago could mean nothing more to me than 
numbers in a statistical chart. I had told the bride- 
groom my name and he introduced me to his friends. 
The priest bent over the table and whispered: “Of 
German descent?” 


“No,” I replied, “I come from Russia and I am 
a Jew.” 

The priest, who had had his fill of wine, promptly 
informed the members of the party that fortunately 
the guest was neither a German nor a Protestant 
(twice lucky!). He washed down the fish with a 
fresh glass of Sauterne and began to display his erudi- 
tion in Jewish matters. He knew that the Jews had 
“denominations” — Orthodox Jews, Karaites, Re- 
formed and another “sect” whose name he could not 
recall. But he was interested only in knowing to what 
Jewish “caste” I belonged—was I a Cohen or a Levite 
or an ordinary Israelite layman. 


God only knows what prompted me to say what 
I did at that moment. I should like to think that the 
lie I told was motivated by a noble desire to make 
other people happy. I said I was a Cohen, a lineal 
descendant of Aaron the Priest. If, as the bride sought 
to convince me, Providence had sent a Jew to a 
Catholic wedding, let it be as resplendent a Jew as 
possible. This was not in keeping with the Categor- 
ical Imperative, but said Imperative might as well 
know it was not my first sin against it. Besides, the 
thing in itself which Immanuel Kant first called the 
Categorical Imperative is older than its christening 
by the Koenigsberg sage, even older than the more 
picturesque phrase given it by the Talmud (“May 
the Law bore through the mountain!”), and it 
never did enjoy much life except perhaps before the 
creation of the world. Since then its main business 
has been to register the billions of transgressions 
against it. That evening I was faced with the choice 
between giving the Categorical Imperative a minute 
of icy satisfaction and helping a pair of young and 
fallible mortals to look at the coming day through 
rosier spectacles. I thought it was better for the 
Categorical Imperative to be offended than for Adam 
and Eve to feel they were being driven out of their 
Paradise. The drama at the Casa de Manana called 
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for the presence of a Cohen, rather than of an ordinary 
Israelite—so let me be the Cohen.... 

My “fellow-priest” had a good time with the Saut- 
erne, with the Tokay and with praising my ancestry. 
He reminded the bridegroom that I was a greater aris- 
tocrat than his former king (he said that when Aaron 
was priest in Israel, the people of the British Isles 
could not count above ten). He playfully asked the 
bride, his pupil, what she remembered of Aaron, and 
she recalled the rod which wrought so many miracles 
before Pharaoh. She looked into my eyes with a kind 
of childish curiosity as if seeking to find in them some 
of the mystery and magic I inherited from my great 
ancestor. Embracing John, she asked if he did not 
think it providential that a Hebrew priest was present 
at their wedding, and John told her that he had felt 
the presence of a mysterious messenger as soon as he 
had entered the dining-hall. (The priest bent over 
and whispered to me with an impish smile that the 
guests did not seem to remember the story of the 
golden calf that Aaron had made, and it was just as 
well not to mention it . . .) 


Later in the evening, when there was no one left 
in the dining-hall but our party, the bride began to 
beg me for a blessing. I tried to make her understand 
that, though a priest, I was unfit, because of lack of 
training and special ordination, to give a priestly 
blessing. But she insisted that priesthood in the blood 
was more important than training and ordination. 
She said her joy tonight would not be complete if 
she did not receive a Hebrew blessing. The Mexican 
priest, who had been dispensing wine all evening, 
again filled the glasses and handed them to the 
guests. If there was going to be a Hebrew blessing 
at a Roman Catholic wedding, proper solemnity must 
prevail at the occasion. I then uttered the two short 
words Mazal Tov which sounded to my hosts like a 
mystic incantation. My Roman Catholic “fellow- 
priest” hastened to display his erudition before the 
wedding party by recalling the Hebrew he once 
studied. “Mazal,” he explained, “means star, that is, 
luck and fate.” 


“Star, luck, fate,” the bride suddenly repeated. with 
nervous enthusiasm—“and all that was brought by 
John: He found the Hebrew priest. To think that 
words like star, luck and fate should be included in 
one short word in Hebrew. A holy tongue indeed! 
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Star, luck, fate! May a lucky star protect you, John, 
today and the next day, wherever you are.” .. . The 
bride thought she had dreamt the night before that a 
large luminous star had smiled on her from on high as 
if to tell her it was hers. The stars are eternal, and 
it may be that this very star had once beckoned to 
Aaron the priest in the desert as he wandered in it 
with the Israelites at night. 

She later made me write the words Mazal Tov on 
two pieces of paper, insisting that I write them in 
Hebrew. She hid one piece in her pocketbook and 
John put his in the breastpocket he had been feeling 
all evening. ... 

* * * 

We parted late at night as old friends. The bride 
and the groom made me promise to come to see them 
in California after the war or have them come to see 
me. The Mexican priest, having imbibed an un- 
counted number of glasses of wine, was unsteady 
on his feet and had to be helped into his room half 
asleep. When I bid the couple goodbye they drew my 
attention to the symbolic name of the hotel where the 
wedding dinner had taken place: Casa de Manana— 
The House of Tomorrow. We stood outside, a few 
steps from the sea. The bride looked at the starlit sky 
as if searching for the star of her dream, the star 
which had perhaps accompanied Aaron on his wan- 
derings in the desert in the night. “Manana, manana,” 
she repeated a few times in her mother tongue and 
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then turned to me: “You have brought me faith in 

tomorrow, in my John’s future. It was my lucky star 

which brought you here. I shall never forget you.” 
* * * 

For a long time I remained standing alone by the 
sea. From Lamar, a few miles away, there beckoned 
several pale lights. It seemed not everyone was asleep 
at that military camp to which John was to return 
by five o’clock that morning (and perhaps open, on 
his return, a sealed envelope now in his breastpocket). 
The spectacle at the Casa de Manana was at an end. 
My part in that spectacle was also at an end.... 

It is not easy to probe the soul of a stranger, but 
I was suddenly seized by a feeling of sadness at my 
role as a Jew that evening. I felt that for many Gen- 
tiles a Jew could not be simply a human being— 
he had to be either a miracle man or a necromancer. 
That evening I was a miracle man whose Hebrew 
inscription was to be carried as a talisman against 
death on the battlefield. Might not another Jew, or 
even I myself on another occasion, appear as a 
sinister sorcerer? 

* * * 

When the war ends and if the seven of us have 
survived it, we shall have to meet again. I shall have 
to explain that I had misrepresented myself: I am not 
a Hebrew priest, not even a Levite, but a plain, 
ordinary Jewish layman. ... 

Lajolla, California, September, 1942. 
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National Labor Committee for Palestine 





News of the arrival of the 858 Polish 
Jewish Children in Palestine after their 
many months of wandering and wait- 
ing has spurred on the work for the 
Histadrut, which faces tremendous new 
tasks in helping to absorb these chil- 
dren. The prospect of thousands of 
additional refugees being admitted into 
Palestine opens the avenue to many 
new undertakings by the labor move- 
ment. According to a cable received 
by the Keren Hayesod in New York, 
“Histadrut undertook to place thou- 
sands of children among members in- 
cluding the settlements, of which about 
one-fourth are free of charge.” 


New York Drive 
Progressing Swiftly 

The annual Trade Union Music Fes- 
tival at the Metropolitan Opera House 
on January 31st had a record-breaking 
attendance and a net income of $12,000 
for the Histadrut. The Histadrut Year- 
book, containing messages from Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, 
William Green, Philip Murray and 
other labor leaders, as well as greetings 
from many trade unions, has appeared. 

At the first dinner meeting of the 
Business and Professional Division at 
the Hotel Commodore, February 25, 
$35,000 was raised. Louis Lipsky was 
principal speaker. Sol Low, chairman 
of the Division, presided. Judge Jonah 
Goldstein, Gus Garber, and other 
prominent business men expressed 
their support of Labor Palestine as a 
vital sector in the rebuilding of the 
Jewish Homeland. 


Los Angeles Victory 
Celebration March 7th 


Presenting its second check of $10,- 
000 to Baruch Zuckerman on the eve 
of his return to the East, Charles 
Brown, chairman of the Los Angeles 
Histadrut Committee pledged the con- 
tinued effort of the movement to raise 
their full quota before the annual “Vic- 
tory Dinner” on March 7th. Rabbi 
Max Nussbaum, of the Hollywood 
Temple, will be principal speaker at 
the affair. 


Canadian Cities 
Report Increase 

Reports from every section of Can- 
ada continue to indicate substantial 
increases over 1942 totals, and fresh 
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enthusiasm for the Histadrut has been 
generated in many new circles, accord- 
ing to Israel Mereminski who has com- 
pleted an extensive tour of the country. 
Baruch Zuckerman addressed the Mon- 
treal wind-up affair on February 28th. 
More than $16,000 is reported, while 
further income will double last year’s 
achievement. 


Philadelphia Preparing 
For “Third Seder” 


With vastly increased interest in His- 
tadrut work by Landsmanshaften and 
business groups, intensive preparations 
are being made for the Third Seder to 
be inaugurated on April 21st. Initial 
reports by the Labor Zionist division 
promise greater results than previously. 
Rallies addressed by Yehudith Sim- 
honit, Louis Segal, Rabbi Solomon 
Barsel and Nahum Guttman have been 
held during February. Despite the 
temporary absence of the campaign 
director, Victor Handelman, due to ill- 
ness, all divisions have kept up a steady 
pace. Isaac Hamlin, who addressed 
2,000 members of the B'nai Chaim 
Society on February 28th, enlisted their 
support for Labor Palestine. 


Buffalo Drive 
Launched Auspiciously 


Dr. Aryeh Tartakower addressed the 
opening rally of the Buffalo Histadrut 
drive on February 21st, which was ex- 
tremely well attended by representa- 
tives of all sections of the community. 
Mrs. Rose Wagner, chairman of the 
Buffalo committee, Judge David Dia- 
mond, Rabbi Eli Bohnen, and Theodore 
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Friedman addressed the gathering. 
$3,000 was raised on the spot and com- 
mittees were formed to carry on the 
drive during the month of March under 
the direction of Nahum Moxson. 


Senator Thomas to Address 
Chicago Function 

The wind-up of the Chicago His- 
tadrut drive on March 15th will be 
addressed by Senator Elbert D. Thomas 
of Utah, staunch friend of Palestine, 
Rabbi Solomon Goldman and Dr. 
David Rebelsky. Sidor Belarsky will 
provide the musical program. With all 
divisions working overtime to reach the 
maximum goal, a new record will un- 
doubtedly be set, according to Henry 
Lax, campaign secretary. 


Detroit Heading 
For $50,000 Goal 

With a successful opening confer- 
ence addressed by Rabbi Leon Feuer 
of Toledo and Dr. Leon Kubowitzki 
on February 14th, the Detroit drive 
has already passed the $15,000 mark 
on its way to a $50,000 goal. Morris 
Schaver, chairman, Harry Schumer, 
treasurer, and Meyer Sesling, director, 
are in charge of the Detroit Histadrut 
effort. 


Boston to Hear 
Maurice Samuel, March 10th 
Celebrating the most successful His- 
tadrut campaign in 18 years, the Bos- 
ton Palestine Pioneer Committee will 
conduct its final affair on March 10th, 
with Maurice Samuel as guest speaker. 
A substantial sum will be added to the 
first $35,000 check already remitted to 
national headquarters, according to Abe 
Hamlin, director. 
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New York Membership 
Campaign Well Under Way 


In line with the decision of the 
Syracuse Convention of the Poale Zion 
to conduct a drive for the enrollment 
of ten thousand new members in the 
Poale Zion Party, the New York City 
Committee of the Poale Zion has un- 
dertaken an intensive activity to enroll 
a thousand new members. Detailed 
plans have been worked out by the 
various branches in the city, and a 
vigorous press campaign has been ini- 
tiated by the City Committee. 

The City Committee has decided to 
convoke a series of open meetings for 
the purpose of acquainting large num- 
bers with the aims of the Poale Zion. 
The first meeting in this series was 
held at the Capitol Hotel on February 
28th. The meeting was opened in the 
name of the City Committee by Dr. J. 
Proujanski, who introduced David 
Wertheim, General-Secretary of the 
Poale Zion, as the Chairman of the 
afternoon. 
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Surveying the present Jewish situa- 
tion and the political activities under- 
taken by the Poale Zion Party, Chaver 
Wertheim called upon the masses of 
sympathizers with the purposes of the 
Poale Zion to join its ranks. In addi- 
tion to the immediate tasks which are 
facing us, he pointed out, we must 
prepare and organize for the gigantic 
task of rebuilding Jewish life after 
the war and effecting the final libera- 
tion of our people. In that historic 
period the Poale Zion is certain to 
play a historic role as the arsenal of 
ideas and deeds, as it did in the last 
war. Chaver Wertheim then called 
upon the large audience of over one 
thousand to rise and honor the death of 
the two Polish Jewish labor leaders, 
Henryk Ehrlich and Victor Alter, 
whose execution by the Soviet Govern- 
ment has just become known. 

The second speaker, Chaver Louis 
Segal, a member of the Poale Zion 
Central Committee and General-Sec- 
retary of the Jewish National Workers 
Alliance, gave a historical analysis of 
the struggle conducted by the Poale 
Zion ever since it was founded for the 
realization of its Zionist and socialist 
ideals. For many years the Poale Zion 
have served as the bridge between 
Labor Palestine and American Jewry; 
they were the spearhead of the fight 
for the democratic organization of the 
American Jewish community; they 
were in the vanguard of Jewish cul- 
tural creativity and of the modern Jew- 
ish educational system. The present 
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struggle for the survival of the Jews, 
he concluded, calls for the building of 
a strong Poale Zion Party which is to 
be the vanguard in that struggle. 
Moshe Shertok, head of the 
Political Department of the Jewish 
Agency and noted Palestine labor 
leader, received a stormy welcome. In 
a brief address he spoke of the calamity 
which has befallen the Jewish people 
and of the responsibility which rests 
upon American Jewry in the immediate 
future. He called upon the Party to 
forge an instrument for effective action. 
Yehudith Simchonit, delegate of the 
Working Womens Council of Pales- 
tine, described the role which the Pal- 
estinian woman is playing in Palestine’s 
political life, and particularly in the 
Palestine Labor Party. She called upon 
the women of the Labor Zionist Move- 
ment, particularly upon the members 
of the Pioneer Women’s Organization, 
to enroll as members in the Poale Zion. 
In response to the appeal of Chaver 
S. Bonchek, who is a member of the 
Party Central Committee and of the 
New York City Committee, more than 
one hundred new members were en- 
rolled in the Party at the conclusion of 
the meeting. Among them were the 
noted Hebrew and Yiddish poet and 
novelist, Zalmen Chneour, and the 
well-known painter, Saul Raskin. 
Following the literary part of the 
program, with the participation of 
Zalmen Chneour and Michel Gibson, 
the meeting was closed with a brief ad- 
dress delivered by Hayim Greenberg. 





Pioneer Women’s Organization 





To the Women of the World 
(An Appeal from the Working 

Women’s Council in Palestine) 

Crushed by this tragedy and aware of 
our sacred duty towards our people, we 
appeal to you—women of the world, 
women of the fighting countries, neu- 
tral countries, women free and en- 
slaved—to all of you we appear, as 
woman. to woman, sister to sister, 
mother to mother, how can we who 
bring life into being face the annihila- 
tion of the Jews of occupied Europe 
in silence? 

Is it possible that you women of 
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Holland, 
Belgium and France are not outraged 
by the murders committed on your soil; 
that you do not rise to defend and res- 
cue the Jews who are being slaughtered 
before your eyes for sins never com- 
mitted? Can you hear with indifference 
the cries of little children to whom the 
world turns a deaf ear? Can you eat 
of the bread which comes from the 
blood-soaked earth? Can you drink the 
water of rivers in which lie the unfor- 
tunate victims of murder and mas- 
sacre? 


You, women of the Soviet Union, 
beyond whose borders horrible mas- 
sacres are being perpetrated upon the 
Jews, can you continue your heroic 
struggle without seeking to aid the 
tormented ones in adjoining lands? 

You, women of Great Britain and 
the United Nations who fight to free 
the world of oppression and evil, why 
do you not arise and awaken the con- 
science of the leaders of your countries, 
demanding that all measures be taken 
to put an end to the murder of Jews? 

Why do you not demand that havens 
be provided for those who may still 
escape and find refuge? 

When you bid farewell to your 
soldiers, do you not utter the mother’s 
prayer, that they protect women and 
children and the oppressed from the 
hands of the assasin? 

Women of the world! Women in 
every walk of life, of every religion, 
hear the agonized cry of our people! 
Arise and awaken all those about you! 

Let the millions of women through- 
out the world demonstrate the moral 
power of womanhood when life itself 
is at stake! 
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Vhe Ta Here’s a mammoth 32-ton model that 
makes boulevards of bogs and bush. 
Functionally designed and heavily arm- 


ored. Equipped with 75-mm. cannon and 50-caliber machine 
gun to send back better than it takes. 











ORD PRESENTS a mighty line of stalwart new models for 

1943 ... designed throughout for distinctive utility in 
their respective fields and built with mechanical excellence 
that is a Ford tradition. 


In quality of materials—stronger steels and alloys—in crafts- 
manship and careful inspection of every manufacturing step, 
these are the finest products Ford ever made! 


Built for global service under every condition and clime, the (Wess 
new products are rugged, able, dependable and have a stout- 
hearted capacity to “take it” as well as “deal it out:’ 


Each of these models is a masterpiece of design and con- 
struction—each has met the gruelling tests of pitiless prov- 
ing grounds—each has been proclaimed by experts an out- I 
standing competitor in its field. * 


Watch the dramatic performance of this year’s Fords in all 
parts of the world and remember that the lessons learned 
in building these 1943 models will be reflected in the car 
you buy after the war. Many of the new metals, plastics and 
production techniques developed in these days will mean 
even finer peacetime products, 





FORD VICTORY MODELS NOW IN PRODUCTION 
CONSOLIDATED LIBERATOR BOMBER PLANES... TRANSPORT GLIDERS 
ARMY TRUCKS ...M-4 TANKS... ARMY RECONNAISSANCE CARS 
UNIVERSAL CARRIERS . . . AIRCRAFT GENERATORS . . . ARMORED CARS 
PRATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT ENGINES. .. TRUCK AND JEEP MOTORS 
TANK ENGINES... GUN MOUNTS... RATE-OF-CLIMB INDICATORS 
TURBO-SUPERCHARGERS . . . MAGNESIUM CASTINGS .. . ARMOR PLATE 
This list does not include other important Victory models now in production 

that cannot be named due tu wartime conditions, 
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ALL OUR. ABILITY, SKILL, EFFORT AND 
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Consolidated Literatoe Model 

A distinctive, long-range, closed type bomber designed to “take 
*em there and bring ’em back.” Built for export, this model has 
large bomb-bay capacity, with equipment for non-stop unloading. 


Ample passenger capacity. Speed up to 300 m.p.h. Armored 
personnel compartments. Heavy fire-power. 


* = : * 


Taalt ¢ Whitney Engine 


Built to take the “‘ceiling’’ away from Axis planes. Houses 
2,000 horsepower rarin’ to go. Powers many of the world’s 
fastest fighting aircraft and has proved its mettle on every 
front from Stalingrad 

to Guadalcanal. 


Mi 
* 









Built for climbing mountains, traveling game trails or cross- 
country going, this mule-footed army reconnaissance car goes 
a long way on short rations—stands up in service and keeps re- 
pair needs down. Ruggedly built. Finished in one-tone olive drab. 


* = * 


The Clin THodel No gas ration card is needed with 


this one. Paratroop trainees with 
a tankful of “‘tailwind” will roll up records of econ- 
omy that laugh at fuel and oil costs. Streamlined from 
the inside out and built for maximum ease of handling. 


= * = * 


RESOURCES ARE PLEDGED TO VICTORY 
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Action In Conjunction 
With Mass Demonstrations 

A special call was sent to the mem- 
bership of New York and vicinity to 
participate in the monster mass meet- 
ing, under the auspices of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress, held at the Madi- 
son Square Garden on March Ist. In 
conjunction with this meeting and 
others held in other large communi- 
ties, the membership throughout the 
country was urged to send telegrams 
and letters to Congressmen and Sen- 
ators, asking them to call upon the 
United Nations to take immediate ac- 
tion to save those Jews in Europe who 
may still be saved and to find havens 
for them. 


$70,000 Sent to 
Working Women’s Council 


Since the last national convention 
held at Detroit, the sum of $70,000 has 
been sent to the Working Women’s 
Council for the training of girls and 
women in agricultural training farms, 
for wartime industries, for training and 
recreation centers for the PATS, as- 
sistance to families of men in the armed 
forces, services for children, etc. 


Labor-Zionist Convention 


Preparations are being made for par- 
ticipation in the Labor Zionist Conven- 
tion to be held at Hotel Pennsylvania, 
New York, March 26-28th. A special 
call was sent out to all clubs and city 
councils to elect their delegates. Clubs 
in the most distant sections of the 
United States, such as California, and 
Canada are planning to send repre- 
sentatives. A meeting of Pioneer 
Women’s delegates is to be held in 
conjunction with the convention, and 
a meeting of the National Executive 
together with the regional representa- 
tives will be held at that time, in ac- 
cordance with the convention decision 
that such meetings be held annually. 


Intensive Activities of Clubs 


The peak of the season has been 
reached in many clubs and intensive 
drives are being conducted to raise all 
designated quotas. Many donor lunch- 
eons and large concerts have already 
been held. Buffalo and Toronto held 
outstanding luncheons with Bert Gold- 
stein as guest speaker. Irma Lindheim 
was the guest speaker at the Pittsburgh 
luncheon, and Sara Feder addressed 
successful luncheons in Atlanta and 
Chattanooga. Avis Shulman was guest 
speaker at the Akron luncheon, and 
Rose Kaufman, at Columbus. Hartford 
and Toledo presented most interesting 
programs at concerts which drew large 
audiences. The response to the emer- 
gency call of the Working Women’s 
Council has been most enthusiastic and 
it is to be expected that clubs will go 
over the top this year. 
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League for Labor Palestine 





New Educational Director 


Dr. Ben Halpern has been appointed 
Educational Director of the League. 
He will be responsible for a monthly 
news bulletin to go to all Chapters. 
Dr. Halpern will also complete the 
work on our hand-book so that it will 
be available by the beginning of next 
season. 

A graduate of Harvard University, 
where he received his Doctorate in 
Philosophy, Dr. Halpern is an ac- 
tive Labor Zionist, and has lived in 
Palestine. 

Two weeks after his appointment, 
his wife gave birth to a baby boy. 
MAZEL TOV to Dr. Halpern on two 
scores! 


League Prepares for Convention 
Of Labor Zionist Movement 

The delegates to the Convention 
have already been selected by a num- 
ber of Chapters. All Chapters are plan- 
ning meetings to discuss the platform 
of the movement, and to acquaint the 
membership with the problems to be 
discussed at the Convention. 

HARTFORD: Has been having a very 
active and full season. They have thus 
far sent $200 for the Education Fund, 
and have inscribed the name of one of 
their members, Miriam Nemetz, in the 
Golden Book in honor of her activities 
on behalf of the League. 

Los ANGELES: Is in the midst of its 
Gewerkschaften drive. Gordonia Chap- 
ter expects to raise over $3,000 this 
year. Their meetings with Baruch 
Zuckerman were extremely successful, 
and stimulating to the membership. 

ST. Louis: A new Chapter has been 
organized in St. Louis with Joseph 
Kleiman as President. Mrs. Kleiman, 
who was formerly extremely active 


with the Social Workers Chapter in 
New York, was instrumental in the 
formation of this Chapter. They have 
made an excellent start, and are plan- 
ning an active season. 

MINNEAPOLIS: Has developed 
splendidly. New membership is pour- 
ing into the group and a program of 
activity has been begun, one of whose 
aims is to acquaint the entire com- 
munity—Jewish and non-Jewish—with 
the work of the Histadrut in Palestine. 
Members of the group have addressed 
non-sectarian organizations interested 
in labor, cooperatives, etc., to inform 
them of the achievements of the His- 
tadrut. 

NEWARK: Had a successful meeting 
with the new Executive Director of the 
League, Helen Stein, who spoke on the 
Council for American Judaism. They 
are actively involved in a campaign, 
the proceeds of which will go to the 
Education Fund of the League. 

GREATER NEW YORK: Utrecht 
Chapter had an exceedingly inter- 
esting meeting with Mr. Abraham G. 
Duker, who discussed the background 
of the present World War and the cir- 
cumstances of the Jews in the First 
World War, indicating the bearing of 
both on our current situation. The 
meeting was well attended. 

Social Workers’ Chapter has sent 
$100 to the Education Fund as a first 
installment of its quota. They have 
been discussing the plight of the Jews 
in Nazi Europe. Their last meeting 
was led by Dr. Nathan Cohen. 

Manhattan Chapter had a stimulat- 
ing meeting with Abraham G. Duker. 

Bronx Chapter has already raised 
over $3,000 for the Gewerkschaften 
campaign. 














A Happy Purim 
to You! 


Greetings and Good Wishes 
from 
The House of Calvert 


CALVERT DISTILLERS CORPORATION, New York City 














. 











MaRrcH, 1943 
































Interesting Activities ¢ 


31 


NOW...MORE 
THAN EVER 


You need the warmth and good- 


fellowship of this large fraternal 


organization, the added measure of 


security it affords you and your 


family, the opportunity it gives to 


be of service to our country and the 


Jewish people. 


Fraternal Benefits 


e Labor Zionist Program 
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45 EAST 17th STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


The Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 


Send for Free Literature 














Dr. Chaim Weizmann Becomes 
J.N.W.A. Honorary Member 


Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine and of 
the World Zionist Organization, has 
accepted honorary membership in the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance on 
the occasion of its thircieth anniversary. 

In a letter of acceptance, addressed to 
Louis Segal, general secretary of the 
Alliance, Dr. Weizmann says: 


“My profound admiration for the 
pioneering effort, Zionist devotion and 
social foresight of the labor movement 
in Palestine with which you are so 
closely bound up, and your own splen- 
did contribution to the awakening of 
the national consciousness have 
prompted me to accept your invitation. 


“At this time when we are faced 
with such heavy responsibilities im- 
posed on us by this war for survival, 
it is imperative that the Jewish masses 
in this country be firmly organized and 
strong in their determination to make 
the contribution which history de- 
mands of them. 


“May I express the hope your organ- 
ization’s strength will be commensur- 
ate with the tasks before it.” 


In response to his message, the Gen- 
eral Executive Committee of the Alli- 
ance, in cooperation with the New 
York City Committee, are tendering a 
testimonial dinner to Dr. Weizmann 
on April 11, at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
at which time he will be officially in- 
ducted in the organization. 


Hailing Dr. Weizmann’s acceptance 
of honorary membership in the Alli- 
ance a special conference of represen- 
tatives of all branches in New York 
City, pledged the New York member- 
ship to launch at once a most energetic 
drive for new members with the under- 
standing that only those members who 
will enroll at least one new member 
before the event will be entitled to 
participate in the Weizmann Testi- 
monial Dinner. 


Simultaneously, the beginnings have 
already been made for the organization 


of new Weizmann branches in New 
York City, and in key cities throughout 
the country. 


89 Jewish Writers Issue Call 
To Join the Alliance 

89 leading Jewish writers in Amer- 
ica have issued a Call to the Jewish 
public to join the Jewish National 
Workers’ Alliance and to share in its 
Jewish national, labor Zionist, educa- 
tional and fraternal activities. 


Included among the signatories, all 


_of whom are themselves members of 


the Alliance, are Sholem Asch, Salman 
Schneour, David Pinski, Hayim Green- 
berg, Maurice Samuel, and most of the 
best known of the living Jewish writers 
in this country. 


This is the first time that such a Call 
has been issued on behalf of any Jewish 
fraternal organization and this testi- 
monial, coupled with the fact that so 
many distinguished creative Jewish 
personalities are affiliated with the 
Alliance, should be a source of deep 
gratification to the membership. 





Endorsed by the 


UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA: 


Look for the © seal of approval on the label 
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1 wEINZ COMPANY 


Now You Can Enjoy All The Genuine Old-Time 
Richness Of Heinz Ready-To-Serve Soups In 
New Condensed Soups That Save Vital Tin! 


FTER months of inten- 
sive research—of thor- 
ough testing and checking 
—of sampling and season- 
ing—Heinz is proud to 
present these Condensed 
Soups—every one a mouth- 
watering favorite brimful 
of hearty nourishment 
and tempting homemade 
flavor. Prepared to the 
highest nutrition stand- 
ards, they are energy-giv- 
errata to 
1 


Same Small-Batch Cooking Methods 
Heinz Condensed Soups are cooked 
in small batches to give them that 
brewed-in flavor for which Heinz has 
long been famous. And they're sea- 
soned to perfection. 
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Same C 
Thick cream, flavorful vegetables — 
the choice ingredients that made 
ready-to-serve Heinz Soups popular 
—are used in even greater abundance 
in Heinz Condensed Soups. 


Same 74-Year Quality Reputation 
The uniform flavor and unvarying 
excellence of Heinz Condensed Soups 
are guarded by the constant super- 
vision of Heinz Quality Control De- 
partment. For naturally these new 
soups are made in the famous Heinz 
quality tradition. 
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